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A WEEK F ACTION





From September 10-16, 2008 people of faith across the country mobilized their communities to ask their local, state and national candidates what they will do to address the pressing issues of poverty and opportunity in America in their first 100 days in office.

In communities across the country, people of faith called and wrote to the candidates, held forums to discuss these issues with civic and political leadership, engaged in interfaith community service to aid those in need in their communities, and highlighted the need for increased leadership on the issue of poverty in America. 

In 2009, we plan to build on last year’s success by promoting a more focused mobilization with a deeper participation across the nation.  The focus of this year’s mobilization is on creating pathways out of poverty through the promotion of workforce development and green jobs.  Here is the language from our sign on letter for national organizations:

As communities of faith, we are grounded in a shared tradition of justice and compassion, and we are called upon to hold ourselves and our communities accountable to the moral standard of this tradition. However, as we look across our country today, we see a nation where millions of people are lacking the basic necessities of life; we see growing numbers of jobless individuals, and even more persons who are working, but whose wages do not pay enough to put a family above the poverty line.  

Our common scriptures present a vision of shared responsibility that endows the notion of “work” with an inherent dignity yet also commands that we care for the vulnerable among us.  Our common faith values call on us to respond by advocating public policies that promote decent work, enhance our social safety net, and ensure that our neighbors have the opportunity to access both. 
One new approach that seeks to accomplish these objectives is “Green Pathways out of Poverty.” As billions of stimulus dollars for job creation make their way through state legislatures, and as our federal government prepares to pass comprehensive climate legislation, the faith community is committed to advocating for policies that ensure that this economic recovery yields real poverty-reduction gains. We must retire the term “working poor” and create an economy in which anyone who works full-time has the means to sustain his/her family and in which those who cannot work can live with dignity.

While our nation’s transition to a new, energy efficient economy is already taking shape, it is up to us to ensure that this transition will lead to meaningful poverty-reduction and that communities are not left out of the opportunities presented by the emerging, green sectors. Therefore, the undersigned organizations call on our government and our communities to seize the opportunity presented by the transition to develop workforce policies that benefit all communities. These policy changes must:

· Target funds toward projects that help low-income families develop the necessary skills to compete in a new economy;

· Ensure green industries create “good jobs” with decent benefits, family-supporting wages and safe working conditions; 
· Promote projects that improve the quality of life for low-income families by lowering energy costs and enhancing public health through safer housing.
· Create pipelines that enable low-income people to access jobs in green, traditional, and other newly emerging industries. This includes funding worker training targeted at disadvantaged communities and amending our social assistance policies to ensure that people transitioning from welfare to work have the opportunity to obtain jobs; and
· Ensure equity and transparency in the distribution of funding associated with creation of new workforce development, including green jobs.  This includes allocating funds toward projects that include people of color, women, and other traditionally under-represented communities.
To this end, the undersigned national faith-based organizations are committed to participating in an interfaith week of action, October 14th-21st, 2009 in order to urge our elected officials to make poverty-reduction a key goal of the transition to a new green economy. 

During this week, we will be providing opportunities for our local congregations, student organizations, faith-based service-providers, and other affiliates to engage in interfaith volunteer projects, community relations building, public education, and advocacy on the issue of shared economic prosperity and workforce development that includes innovative, green pathways out of poverty.  By coordinating our messaging, holding joint events, and promoting partnerships among our respective faith groups, we hope to enhance our work to build the political and public will to reduce poverty. 

Every day faith organizations serve individuals in need within our communities.  But our efforts to sustain our brothers and sisters living in poverty must be complemented with a serious plan of action from our political leaders to reduce the number of needy. By speaking out collectively during this week, we will build on our Fighting Poverty with Faith efforts of 2008. We hope this second annual week of action will expand the national conversation on the need to create green pathways out of poverty, and create a mandate for our political leadership to aggressively pursue an anti-poverty agenda.
Dozens of national faith organizations have already signed on to support this mobilization, and we expect that many more will sign on in the coming months.  Each national organization will work with its regional and local affiliates (synagogues, churches, mosques, service provider organizations, advocacy organizations, etc) to create Fighting Poverty with Faith events across the nation.

Creating a Fighting Poverty with Faith Website

The Fighting Poverty with Faith Campaign started last year as a small inter-faith letter writing campaign, and snowballed in to a 100 city national mobilization.  This year we are planning on growing the tremendous response from last year, and creating a groundswell of support and activism on behalf of the Campaign.  However, last year’s website is not sophisticated enough to fulfill the needs of this year’s campaign.  We are soliciting bids to redesign our Fighting Poverty with Faith website. 
Website As Is:
This is the first Fighting Poverty with Faith Homepage: http://fightingpovertywithfaith.typepad.com/fighting_poverty_with_fai/
What We Need:
· FPWF Home Page
· This is the most important page to us and should be easy to navigate with clear links to other resources and information.
· Is for national organizations participating in FPWF, local affiliates of national organizations, churches, synagogues, mosques, etc to access information about the Campaign, templates for creating events in their own communities.  It is also for members of the press to get information about the week of action.
· Take Action Page 
· Place where we will have templates for creating events/programs in local communities

·  Event Calendar, similar to this one: http://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/NetCommunity/Page.aspx?pid=1252&srcid=1252&cid=6&cdt=9%2f9%2f2008/
· Any participating organization (local or national) can post an event that they are holding.  We would prefer if the event calendar could be linked to a map of the United States that would have a marker in every community in which an event is taking place.  That way, some one could click on their community and find out what was happening.

· Messaging Page
· Should include a Sacred Texts Page, on which we can post texts and stories that people can use to reiterate the connection between their faith and the political messaging 
· National Campaign
· Will have information about the national opening and closing events we are hosting for the week of action.
· Text of national sign on letter
· Participating Organizations Page
· Should have list of all national organizations that have signed on
· Should have a discussion forum where community organizations can post questions/share best practices
· Should have a function in which any organization can post about an event happening in their community, and any visitor can search for his/her community and find out if there is an event happening.

· You tube video challenge page

· Page where we can post videos that young people have sent in.  Must have a mechanism for allowing anybody to watch and vote on the best video once a day.

Members of the FPWF coalition will be creating the content for the templates, press releases, etc.  We would like you to provide us with all of the graphics you create in layered Photoshop and in JPEG format upon completion of the project.  
What We Need From You:

A technically simple yet sophisticated looking website.  The major focus is on creating a user friendly and attractive homepage that is easy to navigate, and then a few additional simple pages that offer resources for the visitor.  
· Timeline 

· We have a relatively short timeline in which we want this web site to be created and posted.  Our preference is for a finish date by August 17, 2009.
· Detailed scope of work proposal 

· Include description of project process, including rounds of modification, etc
· Include what final deliverable will look like

· Examples of previous work of a similar nature and/or for comparable organizations

· Please highlight experience working with advocacy organizations, nonprofit organizations, faith organizations, coalitions, etc

· Provide 2-3 references from previous similar jobs, with contact information

· Bid for contract

· We have a working budget of between $2,000 and $4,000 and are looking for competitive proposals.
Please do not hesitate to reach out to me with any questions.
Submit all materials no later than noon on July 22nd, 2009.  We will notify you of our choice by July 24th, 2009 and would like work to be started immediately.
Submit materials to Becky Eisen, via e-mail.  

Becky Eisen

Jewish Council for Public Affairs

Beisen@thejcpa.org
202-212-6037
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