*Web Designer / Web Hosting Needed*

The International Republican Institute (IRI), a non-partisan, non-profit organization based in Washington, DC seeks a web designer to assist with the development of a website that will act as a communications platform for likeminded individuals to share information on disability advocacy issues in Africa.
Purpose:

Though all of the content on the website will be publicly accessible, the primary purpose of the website will be to enable “members” to contribute their ideas, best practices and information on disability issues.  Beyond simply being able to post and read information though, the website will also offer a forum where members can discuss, debate and update each other on disabilities legislation, news and issues from around the region, the continent and the world.
Target Audience:

Initially IRI will offer membership privileges to an estimated 200 people that will collectively represent those with active involvement in disability legislation in four African countries; Liberia, Sierra Leone, Nigeria and Ghana.  The number of registered members could grow in time however, contingent on the overall success of the website.
Members of the website do not encompass the full extent of the target audience, however.  Anyone with an interest in African politics and advocacy efforts for those with disabilities will have full access to any of the information contained within the website, but only members will be able to contribute.

Domain Name:

IRI will provide a registered domain name.
Languages:

English only initially, but other languages may be added in the future.
Content Updates:

· We would like to be able to use a Content Management System to allow us to easily update information on a frequent basis.

· We would like the designer to provide periodic layout/formatting updates to the site.

Design:
· Would like web designer to provide visual design proposals for coloring, font, pictures, and layout that would appeal to target audience 

· Would like a navigation menu to consistently occur on all pages to include features such as:  About, Forums, Members Database, Issue Tracking and Regional News Highlights
· Date on bottom of each page to show when last updated

· Would like the ability to upload digital pictures and videos taken from conferences/events
· Any/all designs must comply with U.S. standards on web accessibility. 

· Though not to be used as the final design concept, but rather only as a starting point to foster greater discussion, below is the general concept envisioned for the website:
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5 Sections on this page; General Highlights, Liberia Highlights, Sierra Leone Highlights,
Nigeria Highlights and Ghana Highlights. Admin would be able to make updates to each
section.

Issue

Specific topics will be identified by the administrator to which registered members will be
able to post comments and engage one ancther in open debate/discusion.

Tracking

Blogs

A table-style layout that willlist each country on the Y axis, and specific issues in the X.
In the data fields each country will be given a “grade” on the issue. The grade should be
a hyperlink which when clicked on will open a small page which gives detailed text on the.
reason that country got the grade that it did on that topic.

Conferences

Would like the ability for each registered member to be able to maintain their own blog to
share their own experiences. Only registered members would then be able to post
comments to the original post.

And
Events

Sorted by date, the most recent being on top, would like the ability to post any
transcripts, audio/video recordings and photo's from conferences and/or events had.

Member
Services

“This section would only be available to registered members who are currently logged into the website
From here the member could update their profile (contact information, photo, topics of interest). Also
available in the member services section, members could search all of the other member profiles by
interest and country. None of the member profiles would be publicly accessible.





Functions of Website:
Each registered member should receive an Email address that is affiliated with the websites domain name, which will serve as the username for the individual.  No Email storage will be required, as this should only be a mail forwarding mechanism.
Reporting:
Would like the ability to track standard statistical information regarding visits to the website (i.e., the number of unique/returning visitors, countries accessed from, etc)
Security:
We would like password protection for the ‘members only’ section. 
Summary:

This project is pending receipt of grant funding.  Once funding is obtained, IRI will award a contract for providing the services required to both build and host this website.  To be considered for this contract, please submit proposals with the following information not later than close of business Tuesday, May 22nd. 
· Contact name and address
· Samples of other websites you have designed

· References of clients you have worked for 
· Estimated cost of hosting, maintenance, and design (in the Non-Profit Organization Price)  
· Uptime guarantee of the website

· Anticipated turn-around time on update content request 

Please send inquiries and responses to Shawn Beighle at itinfo@iri.org.
