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INTRODUCTION:

This publication constitutes a Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) as contemplated in Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) 6.102(d)(2) and 35.016. A formal Request for Proposals (RFP), other solicitation, or additional information regarding this announcement will not be issued.  Readers should note that this is an announcement to declare TSA’s broad role in competitive funding of meritorious research across a spectrum of science and engineering disciplines.

The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) will not issue paper copies of this announcement. TSA reserves the right to fund all, some or none of the proposals received in response to this BAA, a factor of which will depend upon availability of funds. TSA provides no funding for direct reimbursement of proposal development costs. Technical and cost proposals (or any other material) submitted in response to this BAA will not be returned.  It is the policy of TSA to treat all proposals as sensitive competitive information.  
A.
GENERAL INFORMATION

1. Agency Name 
Transportation Security Administration

2. Research Opportunity Title 
Transportation Security Innovative Concepts (TSIC) Broad Agency Announcement (BAA)

3. Program Name 
Not Applicable (N/A)

4. Research Opportunity Number 
HSTS06-10-R-BAA001

5. Response Date
This announcement will remain open until 30 September 2010 or until replaced by a successor BAA, whichever first occurs. Proposals may be submitted at any time during this period and will be evaluated as they are received.

6. Research Opportunity Description

The TSA is interested in receiving proposals for research projects that support the TSA mission of ensuring the safety of the nation’s transportation.  To this end, TSA seeks research across broad strategic areas which offer potential for advancement and improvement of TSA security operations, technologies, processes, human-factors, and capabilities.  TSA is specifically interested in research that will provide for near term improvement of current security operations and capabilities.  These areas include but are not limited to:

· Passenger and Baggage Screening

· Threat Assessment and Dissemination
· Cargo Screening

· Credentialing
Work funded under a BAA may include basic research, applied research, advanced technology development (ATD), prototyping, pilot demonstrations, and testing.   FAR Part 35 restricts the use of research, such as this, to the acquisition of basic and applied research and that portion of advanced technology development not related to the development of a specific system or hardware procurement. Procurement instruments awarded under this BAA are strictly for those purposes as directed towards advancing the state of the art and increasing knowledge or understanding related to transportation security.  Specifically, this BAA is not for the acquisition of technical, engineering, and other types of support services, nor is it for the acquisition of development or production of specific programs or requirements.

TSA works very closely with the Department of Homeland Security Office of Science and Technology (S&T) and other federal agencies on matters of research and development.  To further this collaboration, TSA intends to continue to use other vehicles (including BAAs released by other agencies) when appropriate.  For example, TSA anticipates that while not specifically excluded from the scope of this BAA,  offerors for research topics concerning Radiation/Nuclear detection will be referred to the Ballistic Missile Defense Agency.  Additionally, offers submitted for research topics related to chemical weapons detection will be referred to S&T.  

7. Questions
Questions of either a contractual or technical nature may be sent to the BAA POC at TSA-BAA@dhs.gov.  All communications shall be submitted via e-mail.  Do not include any classified or Sensitive Security Information in questions.  If offerors must ask questions that contain classified or Sensitive Security Information, please notify the BAA POC and additional instructions will be provided.  
Answers to contractual questions related to this BAA will be addressed in the form of an Amendment and will be posted to the Federal Business Opportunities (FEDBIZOPPS) Webpage at https://www.fbo.gov.  Answers to technical questions will be provided solely to the requester.
8. Procurement Instrument Types
Awards may take the form of contracts, grants, cooperative agreements, and other transaction agreements, as determined by the Contracting Officer at time of award. The amount and period of performance of each selected proposal may vary depending on the research area and the technical approach to be pursued by the selected offeror.  Depending upon the details of the project, resulting procurements may be cost reimbursable, cost sharing, time and materials, fixed priced, or a combination.
9. Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) Number and Title
To be determined at time of award if a grant/cooperative agreement is used as a procurement instrument.
B. 
ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION

All responsible sources from academia and industry may submit proposals under this

BAA. Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) and Minority Institutions

(MIs) are encouraged to submit proposals and join others in submitting proposals.

However, no portion of this BAA will be set aside for HBCU and MI participation or for any small business socio-economic category.  Federally Funded Research & Development Centers (FFRDCs) are eligible to receive awards under this BAA.  Teaming arrangements between FFRDCs and eligible principal bidders are also allowed so long as they are permitted under the sponsoring agreement between the Government and the specific FFRDC.

Teams are also encouraged and may submit proposals in any and all areas. However,

offerors must be willing to cooperate and exchange software, data and other information

in an integrated program with other contractors, as well as with system integrators,

selected by TSA.  If any subcontractors or teaming partners are proposed, Offerors’ proposals shall clearly delineate the specific services to be performed by such subcontractors or teaming partners.  
Some topics cover export controlled technologies. Research in these areas is limited to

“U.S. persons” as defined in the International Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR) -

22 CFR § 120.1 et seq.

C. 
PROPOSAL AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION

1. 
Submission Process
Offerors may chose to submit a white paper or a full proposal in response to this BAA.  However, interested offerors are strongly encouraged to initially submit a white paper in response to this BAA, due to the expense and time requirements.  TSA may request an offeror to submit more detailed proposal information following an initial evalution of a white paper.
All offers shall be submitted electronically to TSA-BAA@dhs.gov with a subject line of the email that reads “TSA HSTS06-10-R-BAA001 Submission”.  Submittals received after the response date will not be considered.  All offers will be evaluated by various subject matter experts and program officials within TSA using the evaluation criteria detailed in this BAA.  If a proposed project is considered to merit further investigation, TSA may either negotiate an award or request a full proposal.   
Offers submitted under the BAA are expected to be unclassified; however, classified white papers are permitted if properly coordinated with TSA prior to submission by contacting TSA-BAA@dhs.gov.  

Proposal submissions will be protected from unauthorized disclosure in accordance with FAR 15.207 and applicable law/regulations. Offerors are expected to appropriately mark each page of their submission that contains proprietary information.

The Government is not placing any restrictions or limitations on the size of files that can be submitted electronically.   For informational purposes, Offerors shall limit transmission of an individual file to less than 10MB.  If they transmit multiple emails that in total exceed 10MB, Offerors must notify a point of contact as identified in the Special Notice via telephone before sending any emails so we may have an opportunity to move files or clear out the mailbox to enable the receipt of additional files.   Offerors shall be solely responsible for knowing the limitations of their internet service provider.  Offerors are encouraged to zip or separate large files into a number of smaller files and if necessary submit them within multiple emails.  Offerors may not submit proposals on CD-ROM or other electronic media.  
Prior to any evaluation, the Government will check all files for viruses and ensure that all information is readable. In the event any files are defective (unreadable), the Government may only evaluate the readable electronic files. However, if the defective (unreadable) media renders a significant deficiency in the offeror's proposal, the Government may consider the proposal incomplete and may not further consider such proposal for evaluation.

Offerors shall use a consistent title throughout the document which is descriptive of the work they cover and not be merely a copy of the title of this solicitation.  Offers submitted via facsimile or in hard copy format will NOT be considered.

Offerors must be in Microsoft Office 97 compatible formats (e.g. Word, Excel, PowerPoint) and Project 97 or 98 compatible format.  All cost data shall be placed in EXCEL version 5.0 or later with formulas preserved. The proposal shall be prepared on standard-size 8 ½” x 11” double spaced text only with foldouts as required.  Each offeror shall utilize Times New Roman 12-point type.  Reduction may be used only for tables and figures. If foldout pages are used, they shall not exceed 11” x 17”.  Each foldout shall count as two (2) pages toward the page count.  Margins shall not be less than one-inch at top, bottom and sides, excluding page number  “Page X of Y Pages” numbering, the proposed title of the project, the offeror’s name, and submission date in the footer of each page shall be used.  All pages shall be sequentially numbered with no gaps, breaks, or sub-page numbers/letters.

Offerors shall not exceed the specified page limitations stated below (cover letter and table of contents/proposal checklists will not be counted toward the specified page limits).  The Government reserves the right to not consider any pages in excess of the limitation for evaluation purposes.   Offerors are also advised that the use of promotional material and/or brochures will not constitute compliance with the requirements concerning the content of responses.
2. Content and Format of Offers
Alternatives to the format and content identified below may be appropriate depending on the scope and nature of the proposed effort. Coordinate any alternative formats and contents by contacting TSA-BAA@dhs.gov. 
Offers shall include a cover letter.  The Cover letter shall be labeled “WHITE PAPER” or “FULL PROPOSAL” as appropriate and shall include the BAA number “HSTS06-10-R-BAA001”, proposed title, points of contact, address, telephone number, facsimile number, and e-mail address, corporate DUNS number, CAGE Code, Taxpayer ID number, and the period of performance of the project.  The Cover letter must also include the name and contact information for the individual authorized to negotiate and contractually obligate on behalf of the offeror.  Inclusion of a table of contents and/or proposal checklists that index proposal features as compared with BAA requirements are optional.  Cover letter shall also include the certifications required at FAR 52.209-5.
Additional proposal requirements will exist if a grant is chosen as the procurement instrument.  TSA will provide instruction on completing this process if a grant is chosen by the Contracting Officer.
3. Content and Format of White Papers
A. Page Limit – White papers may not be greater than 10 pages total.
B. Content Requirements:

· Technical Concept: A description of the innovation, maturity of the concept/technology, and technical risk areas. Also include a description of the project objectives, the concept of operation for the new concepts to be delivered, and the expected operational performance improvements. 
· Relevance: A description of potential transportation security relevance and contributions of the effort to the agency’s specific mission.  
· Operational Utility Assessment Plan: A plan for demonstrating and evaluating the operational effectiveness of the Offeror’s proposed products or processes in field experiments and/or tests in a simulated environment.
· Estimated Costs: A description of the funding required for further development and exploration of the proposed concepts.  
4. Content and Format of Full Proposals

If a offeror chooses to submit a full proposal, the following content and format should be used.  In some circumstances, a full proposal may be requested by TSA following an initial evaluation of a previously submitted white paper.  At that time, the Contracting Officer may adjust the content of that proposal as necessary to reflect the specific requirements associated with the proposed project.  

A. Technical Proposal Volume Content:

· Statement of Work: A Statement of Work (SOW) clearly detailing the scope and objectives of the effort and the technical approach. It is anticipated that the proposed SOW will be incorporated as an attachment to the resultant award instrument. To this end, the proposals must be consistent with FAR 35.005 and include a severable, self-standing SOW, without any proprietary restrictions, which can be attached to the contract or agreement award.  Include a detailed listing of the technical tasks/subtasks organized by year.  Submission of the SOW without restrictive markings is your company’s affirmation that the SOW is non-proprietary and releasable in response to Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests. There is no page limit to the Statement of Work.
· Technical Approach and Justification: The major portion of the proposal should consist of a clear description of the technical approach being proposed. This discussion should provide the technical foundation/justification for pursuing this particular approach/direction and why one could expect it to enable the objectives of the proposal to be met. Also include a description of the project objectives, the concept of operation for the new capabilities to be delivered, maturity of the concept/technology, and the expected operational performance improvements.  There is a maximum of 15 pages for this section of the proposal.
· Relevance: A description of potential transportation security relevance and contributions of the effort to the agency’s specific mission. There is a maximum of 2 pages for this section of the proposal.
· Operational Utility Assessment Plan: A plan for demonstrating and evaluating the operational effectiveness of the Offeror’s proposed products or processes in field experiments and/or tests in a simulated environment. There is a maximum of 5 pages for this section of the proposal.
· Project Schedule and Milestones: A summary of the schedule of events and milestones.  There is no page limit on this section.
· Assertion of Data Rights and/or Rights in Computer Software: For a contract award, an Offeror may provide with its proposal, assertions to restrict use, release or disclosure of data and/or computer software that will be provided in the course of performance of the project. The rules governing these assertions are prescribed in FAR 27.408.  The Government may challenge assertions that are provided in improper format or that do not properly acknowledge earlier federal funding of related research by the Offeror.  If it is determined that data rights are not applicable, indicate no assertions are being made in the proposal submission. There is no page limit on this section.
· Deliverables/Reports: A detailed list of reports and any proposed hardware, software or prototypes, inclusive of the timeframe in which they will be delivered. The following are sample data deliverables that are typically required under a research effort: Technical and Financial Progress Reports, Presentation Materials, Final Report. There is no page limit on this section. 

· Management Approach: A discussion of the overall approach to the management of this effort, including brief discussions of the total organization; use of personnel; project/function/subcontractor/sub-recipient relationships; government research interfaces; and planning, scheduling and control practice. Identify which personnel and subcontractors/sub-recipients (if any) will be involved and include resumes for the Principal Investigator and other key personnel.. Include a description of the facilities that are required for the proposed effort with a description of any Government Furnished Equipment/ Hardware/ Software/ Information required. There is a maximum of 5 pages for this section of the proposal. Resumes will not be counted towards the page limitation.
· Subcontracting Plan:  An offeror that is other than small business shall provide a Small Business Subcontracting Plan in accordance with FAR 52.219-19 to demonstrates the offeror’s commitment to provide meaningful subcontracting opportunities for small businesses, small disadvantaged businesses, woman-owned small businesses, HUBZone small businesses, veteran-owned small businesses, service disabled veteran-owned small businesses, historically black colleges and universities, and minority institutions.
· Past Experience: The Offeror shall provide a summary of not more than five (5) contracts either ongoing or completed during the last three years that demonstrates experience on topics related to the proposed projects.  Similar or relevant past experience topics are defined by size, scope, complexity, and contract type. Offerors must either provide the below information or affirmatively state that it possess no relevant, directly related, or similar past performance.  The contract summaries shall include the following information: 
(a.) Contract number(s) and type;

(b.) Name, phone number, and e-mail address of two (2) technical points of contact at the entity for which the contract was performed;

(c.) Contracting Officer’s name, phone number, and e-mail address;

(d.) Contracting Officer’s Technical Representative name, phone number, and e-mail address;

(e.) Dollar value if the project;

(f.) Period of performance;

(g.) Detailed description of the work performed;

(h.) Explanation of relevancy to the proposed project;

(i.) Describe the extent of subcontracting; and

(j.) Statements relative to performance:  i.e., statements describing whether the projects were completed on time, performed satisfactorily while conforming to contract terms and conditions and without degradation in performance or customer satisfaction and any applicable information on problems encountered during performance; Note:  include severity of any quantity, delivery or cost problems in performing the contract and the corrective action taken and the effectiveness of the corrective action.

B. Cost Proposal Volume Content: The following information is provided to assist contractors in preparing and submitting an adequate and compliant cost proposal. The purpose of the submission of cost or pricing data is to enable Government personnel to perform cost or price analysis and ultimately negotiate a fair and reasonable cost.  Offerors are reminded that the responsibility for providing adequate supporting data and attachments lies solely with the offeror. Further, the offeror must also bear the burden of proof in establishing reasonableness of proposed costs; therefore, it is in the contractor’s best interest to submit a fully supportable and well-prepared cost proposal. The basis and rationale for all proposed costs should be provided as part of the proposal so that Government personnel can place reliance on the information as current, complete and accurate. Further, offerors will be required to submit certified cost or pricing data as required by FAR 15.403-4.
Offerors shall use the cost proposal spreadsheet (BAA_Cost_Proposal_Template.xls) that is attached to this BAA as the basis for the cost proposal.  Offerors should not alter the spreadsheet in a material way, but may tailor it to ensure that adequate elements of cost are appropriately identified.
If proposing options, they must be separately priced and separate spreadsheets should be provided for the base period and each option period.

For pricing purposes, assume that performance will start no earlier than six (6) months after submission of the cost proposal.

· Part 1: Detailed breakdown of all costs by cost category by calendar or Contractor fiscal year:
(a.) Direct Labor – Individual labor categories or persons, with associated labor hours and unburdened direct labor rates. Provide escalation rates for out years.
(b.) Indirect Costs – Fringe Benefits, Overhead, G&A, COM, etc. and their applicable allocation bases. If composite rates are used, provide the calculations used in deriving the composite rates.
(c.) Travel – The proposed travel cost should include the following for each trip: the purpose of the trip, origin and destination if known, approximate duration, the number of travelers, and the estimated cost per trip must be justified based on the organizations historical average cost per trip or other reasonable basis for estimation. Such estimates and the resultant costs claimed must conform to the applicable Federal cost principals.

(d.) Subcontracts/Interorganizational Transfers – A cost proposal as detailed as the Offeror’s cost proposal will be required to be submitted by all proposed subcontractors and for all interorganizational transfers. For subcontracts or interorganizational transfers over $100,000, the subcontract proposal, along with supporting documentation, must be provided either in a sealed envelope with the prime’s proposal or via email directly to TSA-BAA@dhs.gov at the same time the prime proposal is submitted. The e-mail should identify the proposal title, the prime Offeror and that the attached proposal is a subcontract, and should include a description of the effort to be performed by the subcontractor. The prime contractor should perform and provide a cost/price analysis of each subcontractor’s cost proposal. Offerors are required to obtain competition to the maximum extent practicable when selecting subcontractors or interorganizational transfers; if the offeror has obtained competitive quotes, copies should be provided. If the Offeror has selected other than the low bid for inclusion in their proposal or intends to award the subcontract/interorganizational transfer on a sole-source basis, the offeror should provide rationale for their decision. Certified cost or pricing data may be required for subcontractor proposals over $650,000. The offeror is to exclude excessive pass-through charges from subcontractors. The offeror must identify in its proposal the percentage of effort it intends to perform and the percentage to be performed by each of its proposed subcontractors. If more than 70 percent of the total effort will be performed through subcontractors, the offeror must include the additional information required by the above-cited clause.
(e.) Consultants – Provide a breakdown of the consultant’s hours, the hourly rate proposed, any other proposed consultant costs, a copy of the signed Consulting Agreement or other documentation supporting the proposed consultant rate/cost, and a copy of the consultant’s proposed statement of work if it is not already separately identified in the prime contractor’s proposal.
(f.) Materials & Supplies – Provide an itemized list of all proposed materials and supplies for each year including quantities, unit prices, proposed vendors (if known), and the basis for the estimate (e.g., quotes, prior purchases, catalog price lists). If the total cost for materials and supplies exceeds $100,000 per year, then select a sample of the items proposed and provide catalog price lists/quotes/prior purchase orders to support the price for the items in the sample. All items with a unit price over $10,000, regardless of the total cost for materials and supplies, must be supported with a copy of catalog price lists/quotes/prior purchase orders.
(g.) Contractor Acquired Equipment or Facilities – Equipment and/or facilities are normally furnished by the Contractor. If acquisition of equipment and/or facilities is proposed, a justification for the purchase of the items must be provided including: 1) a very specific description of any equipment/hardware that it needs to acquire to perform the work, 2) whether or not each particular piece of equipment/hardware will be included as part of a deliverable item under the resulting award, and 3) the basis for the estimate (e.g., quotes, prior purchases, catalog price lists). The description should identify the component, nomenclature, and configuration of the equipment/hardware that it proposes to purchase for this effort. The purchase on a direct reimbursement basis of equipment that is not included in a deliverable item will be evaluated for allowability on a case-by-case basis. Maximum use of Government integration, test, and experiment facilities is encouraged in each of the Offeror’s proposals.
(h.) Other Direct Costs – Provide an itemized list of all other proposed other direct costs and the basis for the estimate (e.g., quotes, prior purchases, catalog price lists).

(i.) Fee/Profit (Contract Proposals Only) – Profit or fee is not allowed on direct costs for facilities or in cost-sharing contracts. 
(j.) Accounting/Purchasing/Estimating Systems - Indicate if you have an approved Purchasing/Estimating System and/or describe the process used to determine the basis of reasonableness (e.g., competition, market research, best value analysis) for subcontractors, consultants, materials, supplies, equipment/facilities, and other direct costs.

· Part 2 : Cost breakdown by Government fiscal year and task/sub-task corresponding to the same task breakdown in the proposed Statement of Work. When options are contemplated, options must be separately identified and priced by task/subtask.

D. 
EVALUATION INFORMATION

1. Evaluation Criteria
Award decisions will be based on a competitive selection of proposals resulting from a scientific and cost review.  While competitive, proposals and white papers will not be evaluated against each other since they will not be submitted against a common statement of work or a common due date. All evaluations will be conducted using the following criteria: 
1. Overall scientific and technical merits of the proposal;
2. Potential importance, relevance, and timeliness of the effort to the TSA mission;

3. The offeror’s capabilities, related experience, facilities, management capabilities (including key personnel), techniques or unique combinations of these which are integral factors for achieving the proposal objectives; 
4. Proposed costs; and  
5. Availability of funds.

Overall, the technical factors (1 – 3 above) are significantly more important than the cost

factor (4), with the technical factors all being of equal value.  Requirements will also be evaluated against TSA’s available funds. The degree of importance of cost will increase with the degree of equality of the proposals in relation to the other factors on which selection is to be based, or when the cost is so significantly high as to diminish the value of the proposal’s technical superiority to the Government.

The Government reserves the right to obtain and utilize information from sources other than those identified by the Offeror, such as contractor past performance information that is collected and reported in the Government’s specified automated past performance information collection systems.
For proposed awards to be made as contracts to other than small businesses, the socioeconomic merits of each proposal will be evaluated based on the extent of the Offeror’s commitment in providing meaningful subcontracting opportunities for small businesses, small disadvantaged businesses, woman-owned small businesses, HUBZone small businesses, veteran-owned small businesses, service disabled veteran-owned small businesses, historically black colleges and universities, and minority institutions.

The Government will evaluate options for award purposes by adding the total cost for all options to the total cost for the basic requirement. Evaluation of options will not obligate the Government to exercise the options during contract performance.

2. Evaluation Panel
Technical and cost proposals submitted under this BAA will be protected from unauthorized disclosure in accordance with FAR 3.104-4 and 15.207. The cognizant Program Officer and other Government scientific and technical experts will perform the evaluation of technical proposals. Restrictive notices notwithstanding, one or more support contractors may be utilized as subject-matter-expert technical consultants. Similarly, support contractors may be utilized to evaluate proposals. However, proposal selection and award decisions are solely the responsibility of Government personnel.  All support contractor’s employee having access to technical and cost proposals submitted in response to this BAA will be required to sign a non-disclosure statement prior to receipt of any proposal submissions.

Cost proposals are subject to audit by the Defense Contract Audit Agency or other government audit entities.

3. Exchanges and Negotiations
Once a proposal has been selected, TSA will negotiate the specific terms of the project, including but not limited to value, period of performance, rights in data, and scope of work.  This may require additional proposal submission on behalf of the offeror.  

4. Award Notification

TSA will provide notification to all unsuccessful offerors if their proposal is not selected or if the proposal contained deficiencies which prevented evaluation.
E. 
OTHER REQUIREMENTS
1. North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) Code

The NAICS code for this announcement is “541712” with a small business size standard of “500

employees”.  
2. Central Contractor Registry (CCR)

Successful Offerors not already registered in the CCR will be required to register in CCR prior to award of any grant, contract, cooperative agreement, or other transaction agreement. 
3. Subcontracting Plans
Contract proposals that exceed $550,000 and  submitted by other than small businesses  will submit  a Small Business Subcontracting Plan in accordance with FAR 52.219-9.

4. Representations and Certifications
For contract proposals, in accordance with FAR 4.1201, offerors shall complete and submit electronic annual representations and certifications at http://orca.bpn.gov. 

5. Grants and Cooperative Agreements Certification
For Grant and Cooperative Agreement proposals, if offeror proposes an award greater than $100,000, the offeror shall submit a certification of compliance with a national policy mandate concerning lobbying. This certification will be provided by the Contracting Officer once it has been determined that a grant is the appropriate procurement instrument.  
6. Offeror Responsibility
Offerors must submit as part of their submission, a completed certification as required by FAR 52.209-5.  Additionally, offerors must meet minimum standards related to responsibility as described by FAR 9.104.   
F. 
OTHER INFORMATION

1. Government Property/Government Furnished Equipment (GFE) and Facilities

TSA facilities and operational resources may be available and should be considered as potential government-furnished equipment/facilities. These facilities and resources are of high value and some are in constant demand by multiple programs. It is unlikely that all facilities would be used for any one specific program. The use of these facilities and resources must be negotiated prior to award. Offerors should explain as part of their proposals which of these facilities are critical or resources for the project success.  Offerors should be aware that all access to TSA provided information or facilities will require background checks and/or suitability determinations prior to beginning the project.  In some cases depending upon the type of investigation, these checks may take 6 – 8 weeks to complete.
2. Security Classification

In order to facilitate intra-program collaboration and technology transfer, the Government will attempt to enable technology developers to work at the unclassified level to the maximum extent possible. If access to classified material will be required at any point during performance, the Offeror must clearly identify such need prominently in its proposal. 

3. Organizational Conflicts of Interest

All Offerors and proposed subcontractors must affirm whether they are providing scientific, engineering, and technical assistance (SETA) or similar support to any TSA or DHS technical office(s) through an active contract or subcontract. All affirmations must state which office(s) the offeror supports and identify the prime contract numbers. Affirmations shall be furnished at the time of proposal submission. All facts relevant to the existence or potential existence of organizational conflicts of interest (FAR 9.5) must be disclosed. The disclosure shall include a description of the action the offeror has taken or proposes to take to avoid, neutralize, or mitigate such conflict. In accordance with FAR 9.503 and without prior approval, a contractor cannot simultaneously be a SETA and a research and development performer. Proposals that fail to fully disclose potential conflicts of interests or do not have acceptable plans to mitigate identified conflicts will be rejected without technical evaluation and withdrawn from further consideration for award. If a prospective offeror believes that any conflict of interest exists or may exist (whether organizational or otherwise), the offeror should promptly raise the issue with TSA by sending his/her contact information and a summary of the potential conflict by e-mail to TSA-BAA@dhs.gov before time and effort are expended in preparing a proposal and mitigation plan. If, in the sole opinion of the Government after full consideration of the circumstances, any conflict situation cannot be effectively avoided or mitigated, the proposal may be rejected without technical evaluation and withdrawn from further consideration for award under this BAA.

4. Project Meetings and Reviews

Individual program reviews between the TSA and the performer will be held as necessary. Program status reviews may also be held to provide a forum for reviews of the latest results from experiments and any other incremental progress towards the major demonstrations. These meetings will be held at various sites throughout the country as determined by TSA and the offeror.  Offerors are advised to identify and propose all costs related to site visits, demonstrations, and program meetings.
5. Press Releases
Once a project is submitted to TSA, offerors are prohibited from making public comments regarding their proposal without the expressed written approval of the Contracting Officer.

5. Invoicing and Payments
Each resultant award will contain specific details concerning invoicing and payments.



Page 2

