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OREGON DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Procurement Office

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION (RFI) # 00049
Training Program for Construction Materials Testing Technicians
The Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) is seeking responses from interested parties regarding the providing of training to individuals in preparation for materials-testing certification by ODOT, and scheduling of certification testing. ODOT will use this RFI as a market assessment tool to determine if there are vendors that can provide these training and test scheduling services. 

Written questions regarding this RFI should be directed to:
Joanne Robinson

joanne.m.robinson@odot.state.or.us 
Oregon Department of Transportation

455 Airport Road, SE, Bldg B 

Salem, OR  97301-5348

· Responses are due by 2:00 pm, Tuesday, June 15, 2010
· Responses delivered after the due date and time may or may not be considered, at ODOT’s discretion. ODOT is not responsible for delays in delivery.
· Responses may be submitted in hard-copy or as PDF documents submitted via email to the address/email address shown above.
This notice is for information only.  It does not constitute a solicitation for bids, nor does it necessarily signal the intent of ODOT to procure services. This RFI does not bind ODOT to issue a Request for Proposals or to adopt any suggestions submitted by respondents.  
Responses are voluntary and will not bind the proposing party or ODOT in any way. This RFI is a preliminary step in the process of ODOT’s determining whether to solicit for the desired services and an appropriate procurement method if ODOT decides to proceed. Respondents are solely responsible for all expenses associated with responding to this RFI.
Public Records: This RFI and at least one copy of each response received from interested parties will be kept by ODOT and made a part of its records. If an RFI response contains any information that may be considered exempt from disclosure under the various grounds specified in Oregon Public Records Law (ORS 192.410 through 192.505), or under the grounds set forth in Oregon State Statutes (ORS 279A, B), the interested party must clearly designate that portion of its response as exempt, along with a justification and citation of the authority relied upon. Application of the Oregon Public Records Law will determine whether any information is actually exempted from disclosure. Identifying the RFI response in whole as exempt from disclosure is not acceptable. In the event that a request is made to ODOT for disclosure of any information designated as exempt under the Oregon Public Records Law, ODOT will notify the interest party involved of the request in order to allow the party to protect the information from disclosure.
PROJECT BACKGROUND
In 1999, ODOT issued a Request for Proposals seeking companies interested in and qualified to develop and conduct training for construction materials testing technicians, and to schedule and provide facilities for technician testing for ODOT certification. 
Only one organization submitted a proposal:  The Asphalt Pavement Association of Oregon (APAO).  ODOT entered into a contract with the APAO which included development of training in coordination with ODOT, APAO’s rental of ODOT-owned laboratory trailers, and APAO’s scheduling of, and providing of facilities for, ODOT testing of technicians for certification.  APAO currently provides training for the following ODOT certifications:
· Certified Embankment and Base Technician (CEBT)
· Certified Aggregate Technician (CAgT)

· Certified Density Technician (CDT)
· Certified Asphalt Technician 1 (CAT-1)

· Certified Asphalt Technician 2 (CAT-2)

· Certified Mix Design Technician (CMDT)

APAO has completed development of the required training and continues to offer the training to ODOT and others.  APAO determines and charges fees to all participants, which include ODOT employees as well as non-ODOT personnel.  No other payments are made to APAO by ODOT.
ODOT believes APAO may be a sole-source provider of these services; however, ODOT is attempting through this RFI to determine whether other vendors are available and qualified to perform these services.

REQUESTED INFORMATION
Interested parties may submit any information that demonstrates their willingness and ability to perform the services described in this RFI.  Responses should include company name and contact information.
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