12/18/07Lower Columbia River Estuary - RFP

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS AND QUALIFICATIONS TO DEVELOP A STRATEGIC PLAN
FOR A CONSUMER EDUCATION CAMPAIGN ON FLAME RETARDANTS AND
PERSONAL CARE PRODUCTS IN THE LOWER COLUMBIA RIVER AND ESTUARY 
 
RFP RELEASED: DECEMBER 18, 2007 
PROPOSAL DUE: TUESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2008 by 4:00 PM 
 
Please submit applications to: 
Krista Jones
Monitoring Coordinator
Lower Columbia River Estuary Partnership 
811 SW Naito Parkway, Suite 120 
Portland, Oregon 97204
 
Faxed or emailed applications will not be accepted.
Please direct questions to Krista Jones at (503) 226-1565 x239 or jones@lcrep.org
 
INTRODUCTION 
The Lower Columbia River Estuary Partnership (Estuary Partnership) requests proposals and qualifications for the development of a strategic plan for a consumer education campaign. This campaign will inform consumers on the significant risks to human and environmental health that are associated with flame retardants (a common ingredient in products ranging from computers to mattresses) and some ingredients found in personal care products (such as lead and plasticizers). Campaign objectives are to educate consumers on human and environmental health risks and provide information on alternative ingredients that are safe for both humans and the environment.  
 
The strategic plan should outline a campaign that can be implemented in stages, presented in different media (including print, radio, and television and in paid and public safety announcements), creatively use any proposed outreach materials (e.g., consumer pocket guides), and reach diverse audiences. The campaign should complement education efforts by the Oregon Association of Clean Water Agencies, Oregon Environmental Council, Oregon and Washington state agencies, and other organizations.
 
Recent monitoring studies show that:
         Human and environmental exposure to flame retardants (polybrominated diphenyl ethers, PBDEs) is on the rise in the Pacific Northwest. PBDEs are found in the breast milk of nursing mothers in the Pacific Northwest. Chinook salmon near Portland have PBDE levels in the top 10% of reported values for resident fish in the region. Health risks associated with flame retardants include learning, memory, and behavioral problems in humans and hormone disruption and neurotoxicity in salmonids. Infants and young children are the most at risk to exposure of flame retardants.
         Monitoring by the Estuary Partnership found emerging contaminants, such as hormone disrupters from personal care products, in river water and juvenile male salmon collected from the lower Columbia River. These contaminants may impair the growth, health, and reproduction of salmonids.  
 
Humans are exposed to harmful ingredients such as flame retardants and others found in personal care products in the home and elsewhere. Safe alternative ingredients, however, are currently available. By educating consumers, we hope to reduce human and environmental health risks and ultimately reduce contaminant loads in the lower Columbia River and estuary.  
 
 
APPLICANT QUALIFICATIONS 
Eligible applicants include: individuals or firms with experience in developing consumer education campaigns.  
 
FUNDING 
$35,000 is available for this phase. This phase will focus on the development of the strategic plan for the consumer education campaign. Phase 2 would include production and placement of materials. 
 
PROJECT PERIOD
Project must be initiated within thirty (30) days of contract execution and completed within seven (7) months of contract execution date.  Awards are expected to be made in February 2008. 
 
APPLICATION
Please submit the following materials: 
1.       Letter of Interest (not to exceed 1 pg)
2.       Project Description (not to exceed 5 pgs), including your interest in the project, a description of your approach to the project, estimated timeline to complete project, and any other information that would help explain your interest and qualifications
3.       List and Qualifications of Personnel Working on Project
4.       Project Budget
5.       Samples of Relevant Work
 
All materials should be developed single spaced, with no less than one inch margins and 11 point font. 
 
The Estuary Partnership works to protect and restore the nationally significant lower Columbia River and estuary, which is one of 28 estuaries in the nation designated as an “Estuary of National Significance.” The Estuary Partnership is a collaborative program of the states of Oregon and Washington, federal agencies, non-profit organizations, businesses and economic interests and citizens. The Estuary Partnership works in three areas to: protect the ecosystem and species (including federally listed salmon), reduce toxic and conventional pollution, and provide information about the river to a range of audiences.   
 
For more information, see the Estuary Partnership’s website: www.lcrep.org
