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Request for Proposal
 

The Fair Elections Legal Network a 501c(3) organization headquartered at 1825 K St, NW, Washington, DC, 20006, would like to engage an independent contractor to develop its website and a campaign microsite. 

Project Overview

The Fair Elections Legal Network (FELN) is a national, nonpartisan advocacy organization based in Washington, D.C. whose overall mission is to remove barriers to registration and voting for traditionally underrepresented constituencies and improve overall election administration through administrative, legal, and legislative reform. The organization’s website, Fairelectionsnetwork.com, provides in-depth content on election reform issues for local, state and national organizations, media, and others interested in election reform and voting rights issues. 

The website is currently housed on CitySoft, with the blog housed on Blogger.com.  We utilize DemocracyInAction’s Salsa platform for our online toolset for engagement. 

The contractor will set up a CMS with appropriate templates, migrate a subset of designated content, integrate the homepage, and develop a clean, simple design throughout the site. The contractor will also integrate Salsa tools and, if necessary, extend the design template onto Salsa created pages.  Social networking tools will also need to be incorporated into the site. 
Additionally, the contractor will develop a smaller microsite for a campaign that will be launched in October.  We will want to house the microsite on the same CMS, utilize Salsa tools on the site for sign-up, create a blog, and tie in social networking tools.
Project Requirements
· Content Management System – Develop in a CMS (either continuing with CitySoft or another CMS) that allows users to have full control over the entire site and its content.  The CMS will allow us to create new pages, add new press releases, post a blog (currently using Blogger.com), upload multimedia, build contact forms, publish events, and view real-time statistics. 
· SEO: The CMS should provide us with full control over important SEO elements, such as Title Tags, Meta Descriptions, and URL optimization. 

· Multimedia: The site will have the ability to publish photo galleries, add images to pages, and upload Flash video to the site, all through the CMS.
· Content types: The CMS will include content types capable of accommodating the types of content posted on the current Fairelectionsnetwork.com site.

· Custom forms: The CMS should allow the construction of custom forms throughout the site. Every form entry will automatically email the information to and also dump it into an externally hosted contact database.
· Website Design – Create a design for the website that will be integrated throughout the site – for fairelectionsnetwork.com and a separate design for the microsite.
· Homepage Integration – Adapt and apply the approved homepage design to the rest of the website. Ensure all homepage elements are functioning properly, including multi-header, blog integration, links to tools, links to social media and social media RSS. 

· Migration – The contractor will migrate a subset of content pages that we deem essential from the existing Fairelectionsnetwork.org to the new site.

· Hosting – Provide a monthly price and SLA for hosting the website. This should be separate from the overall bid on the project. 

· Create Salsa Integration – Integrate with the externally hosted Salsa software/CRM package, whether it’s using their API or through an iFrame. The integration should make the Salsa pages look as much like the rest of Fairelectionsnetwork.com as possible, and include our terms of use.  Ensure that all tools are integrated with our contact database, also supplied by Salsa, and ensure that we can access reports for all of the above.
How to Submit a Proposal

Interested parties should submit proposals via email to Josh Spaulding, Communications and Policy Manager, Fair Elections Legal Network, by September 23, 2011. Proposals should include estimated cost, timeline and the contractor’s qualifications, including links to recent work. 

Questions? Josh Spaulding 202.248.5347 or jspaulding@fairelectionsnetwork.com
 This RFP is not a contract offer. Fair Elections Legal Netowrk is under no obligation to enter into a contract with any individual or entity submitting a proposal.  

