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Request for Proposal:
Independent Contractor with background in Cognitive Neuroscience for Application Programming

Statement of Purpose
BVARI is accepting proposals for the development of a visuoconstructive neurocognitive screening test.   Proposals must be submitted by e-mail to ‘bvari@bvari.org’ no later than 5:00 PM EDT Monday, October 28th, 2013.
BVARI will select the successful proposal based upon several evaluation factors, including evaluation of technical and professional experience, price, ability to meet delivery schedule, and status as a small business or minority, woman, or veteran-owned business.  All bidders must not be suspended or disbarred from doing business with any federal agency.
Background
The Boston VA Research Institute, Inc. (BVARI)  is a non-profit, tax-exempt organization  established in 1990 to conduct, promote and support the medical research and education activities of the VA Boston Healthcare System and to advance the well being of veterans and the general public by these endeavors.
This RFP does not commit BVARI to reimburse vendors for submission costs and is dependent upon approval from all required regulatory boards.
Project Requirements and Specifications
[bookmark: _GoBack]Programmer will collaborate with Principal Investigator (PI) to develop an application that will allow the user (a clinician) to administer a cognitive screening test to a patient population.  In general, the application will involve the patient responding, via a stylus, by drawing on an iPad tablet.  The application will include task instructions, response recording, and performance evaluation of the patient’s response.  In addition to building the application itself, the programmer is required to assist with altering the design of the test to take advantage of the benefits of a digital presentation. 
The programmer should have professional experience with the development of neurocognitive measures, as well as neuropsychological assessment experience.  A doctoral degree in clinical psychology with specialization in neuropsychology is required, as an understanding of the component cognitive processes involved in working memory, executive function and visuospatial abilities is essential for aiding in the design of the test.  In collaboration with the PI, the programmer will identify the specific parameters of the application and the dependent variables to be obtained via the application (e.g., response initiation time, completion time, response location, directionality of response stroke).  These variables will be based on interest in the underlying component processes, as well as the limitations of the tablet and application program.  
The end result will be an application that allows the non-neuropsychologist clinician, a simplified screening of cognitive function in the primary care setting.  The end product will allow the clinician to enter some basic demographic information (age, education), ask the patient to complete the automatic task via the application, and enter responses for a couple of questions regarding the qualitative performance of the patient.  The application will utilize the clinician entered and patient entered information and provide immediate feedback regarding the patient’s performance.
This project will require close collaboration with the PI and frequent meetings and contact.  A weekly meeting (either in person or via telephone) will be arranged to monitor progress and to discuss product details.  Email contact may also occur between the weekly meetings as needed.  Once a prototype has been developed, it will be piloted by the PI with participants consented for the study.  That data will be shared with the programmer to assist in refining and debugging the program.
Requirements for Proposal Submission
Proposals must include:
a) A written price quote for development services with evidence that contractor meets the professional requirements listed above.
b) A completed and signed New Vendor Form (found at http://bvari.org/FAM/Purchasing%20Documents/New_Vendor_Form.pdf )
c) Written certification that bidder is not suspended or disbarred from doing business with any federal agency.

Point of Contact for Questions Regarding the RFP
Daniel Burke
Director of Process Management and Information Systems
E-mail: bvari@bvari.org
Phone: 617-738-1313
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