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ELIGIBILITY:  This Request for Qualifications (RFQ) project competition is open to professional public artists or public artist teams who are experienced in the media and site specifications required for the project and are living in the Midwest region of the United States, including those states that directly border Nebraska.  This includes the following states:  Nebraska, Iowa, North and South Dakota, Kansas, Missouri, Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, Colorado and Wyoming.  Artists from diverse backgrounds are encouraged to apply for this project. 
EXECUTIVE MEMORANDUM NO. 21
Equal Opportunity in Procurement and Contracts

The University of Nebraska recognizes the importance of a strong culturally diverse business community and the positive impact that successful businesses have upon the people of the State of Nebraska.  The University of Nebraska assumes a leadership role in actions that will provide business opportunities for all businesses in the State of Nebraska.

Accordingly, the University of Nebraska reaffirms its policy of providing equal opportunity to small business enterprises and to minority, disadvantaged and women owned business enterprises in all aspects of the University's procurement and contracting activities.  This includes procurement of or contracts for operational supplies and equipment, construction projects and materials, service contracts and lease agreements.  It is also the University's policy that any person or business seeking the opportunity to do business with the University shall not be discriminated against on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national or ethnic origin, age, disability, marital status, or veteran status.  The University of Nebraska conducts its procurement and contracting activities in a manner designed to prevent unlawful discrimination.  University policies are consistent with applicable state and federal laws and regulations prohibiting unlawful discrimination.  

The foregoing policy statement shall be printed in all request for proposals or invitations for bids issued by the University in its procurement and contracting activities.

Dated this 2nd day of February, 2001.

/s/ J.B. Milliken                        
J. B. Milliken, President

RFQ SUMMARY:   
rfQ submission Deadline:  Friday, JANUARY 28, 2010
The University of Nebraska – Lincoln, in accordance with the State of Nebraska One Percent for Art legislation, seeks an interior mural artwork for the newly constructed Jorgensen Hall building located on the city campus of University of Nebraska-Lincoln in Lincoln, Nebraska. .  The Jorgensen Hall Artwork Selection Committee has been formed to administer this process.
The artwork requirement envisions one major interior wall mural, to be located at the front center of the building with views from all three levels of the building. (BUDGET: Approximately $52,000).  Artwork sought must be constructed of suitable materials meeting the maintenance and safety requirements of the facility management.
This artwork will enhance the student and visitor’s experience of the Jorgensen Hall building architecture and the research and learning environment. 
JORGENSEN HALL INTERIOR MURAL PROJECT 
SITING:  Second Level - Interior Wall.  The location identified for the mural is a rectangular wall space centrally located in the second floor public space.  The wall is situated within an area surrounded on three sides by second floor railing and is open to viewing from all three stories. 

Siting Specifications:

Spatial dimensions of area available for artwork treatment: approximately 40’ wide by 12’ height.  Bas relief work in shallow dimensions is a possibility in this location.  An ideal project will allow for meaningful appreciation of the work from the variety of potential viewpoints from three floor levels (looking up from below, just below eye level and looking down from above) and varying angles from primarily a frontal view.  Extreme side/angle views are not available or desired at this site.  To maximize the use of limited budget funds and the size of the potential artwork, art which requires a minimum of site preparation (ideally no demolition or reconstruction of the existing wall space) is considered the best solution available for the work.

THEME:  The Jorgensen Hall Mural project offers an excellent opportunity for the artist to create a work that is integrated into the architectural space of the building’s interior wall.  Artwork that literally relates to the academic activity within the building is not necessarily desired, however, general, timeless and universally accessible references to the unique history of the institution, that of higher education, learning environments and the academic community may be appropriate.  This is intended to allow the artist(s) the freedom of developing a unique work of their own inspiration, rather than their responding solely to the direction of a theme from the Artwork Selection Committee.  Non-figurative or abstract references will be considered in addition to more traditional or realistic expressions.

MEDIA:  Artwork sought should perform well visually from the variety of viewpoints, which will likely limit the depth of any bas relief treatment, although this type of media use is possible.  Media should also perform at a level of permancy with minimum maintenance requirements and environmental sustainability in mind:  Specific examples could include paint, metals, or mosaics constructed of suitable materials as well as creative use of various mixed media.  Again, art which requires a minimum of site preparation (ideally no demolition or reconstruction of the existing wall space), thus maximizing the budget and space, will be preferred.  Any site preparation required will be taken from the artwork budget.
ABOUT UNL AND JORGENSEN HALL:  The University of Nebraska-Lincoln is a major research university wtih missions including undergraduate and graduate education in a broad range of disciplines and areas, and the development of new knowledge through research and scholarly activity in a variety of formats.  Theodore Jorgensen Hall houses the Department of Physics and Astronomy, including research laboratories, teaching classrooms and laboratories, instrument and electronics shops, as well as faculty, staff and administrative offices.  Jorgensen Hall is also home to several Core Facilities of the Nebraska Center for Materials and Nanoscience, which support materials research and engineering in departments and units throughout the campus.  The Department and the Center are international leaders in scientific research in a number of areas, and both are committed to outstanding instruction and the professional development of our students at all levels.
.

BUDGET:  $52,000 (Actual budget may vary slightly).
SAFETY/MAINTENANCE:  Artwork must satisfy reasonable standards of permanence and safety, meeting all relevant codes required for public places, and offering reasonable proof of soundness against theft, vandalism or excessive maintenance and repair.
Artwork for this project must meet the following specifications:

1. All work must be safe, tamper-resistant, and easily maintained, regardless of ease of public reach.

2. Artists should approach the project as a permanent installation when considering materials.  Materials, design and construction must produce an exterior work capable of withstanding Nebraska climate conditions and provide minimal maintenance requirements.  

3. All work must be of an appropriate size and design so that it will not create a hazard for impaired pedestrians or use of maintenance equipment.

SELECTION PROCESS:  Selections will be made by the Jorgensen Hall Artwork Selection Committee, composed of college representatives, in consultation with Nebraska Arts Council and UNL Facilities Planning and Construction.  
The committee will review submissions from this RFQ and either select an artist based on preliminary submission materials, or pursue more detailed proposals from a short list of selected applicants.   Honoraria for costs associated with proposals will be provided.
The following factors will be considered when reviewing submissions:

· Quality of work

· Appropriateness of subject/concept for the site

· Past exhibition/public art record

· Previous commission experience, including evidence that past commissions were produced in accordance with agreed-upon timelines and within budget

· Permanence and safety, meeting all relevant codes required for public places, and offering reasonable proof of soundness against environmental conditions, theft, vandalism or excessive maintenance and repair

PROJECTED TIMELINE 
(The Jorgensen Hall Artwork Selection Committee reserves the right to change timeline without notice):
December 21, 2010:

RFQ Public Notification/Announcement

January 28, 2011:

Request for Qualifications (RFQ) Receipt Deadline

Jan. 31 – Feb. 11, 2011:
Jorgensen Hall Artwork Selection Committee Review

February 14, 2011:

Review Results Announced
Pending Outcome of Review:

Feb. 14, 2011:

Shortlist Artists receive RFP
Mar. 4, 2011:


Proposals Deadline
Mar. 7-11 (TBD), 2011:
Artist Proposal Presentations
Mar. 14, 2011:

Project Artist Selected
TBD, 2011:


Artwork Installation 
Application Requirements:
Online Application Process:  The Jorgensen Hall Interior Mural Project application review will be conducted using SlideRoom, an online review system.  All applicants will register and submit their application materials on the SlideRoom website using the Nebraska Arts Council’s portal for the site. SlideRoom is web-based, so all applicants need is an Internet connection and a modern web browser. There is nothing to download or install. Applicants with prepared digital files can quickly upload their submission within minutes.  
Applicants must submit their portfolios online at: https://nebraska.slideroom.com.  SlideRoom requires particular file formats:  applicants may upload images (jpg format). For good image quality and fast upload, image (jpg) files should be sized no larger than 1220px @ 72 dpi.

Application Deadline:  Friday, January 28, 2011 (Midnight CST)
Application/Portfolio Requirements:

Statement of Interest

Describe your interest in the project, and general vision or plan for the artwork, outlining the relevance to the theme, and the style of art to be produced.  Explain any relevant details to your involvement, such as your schedule, process, medium, and method by which you will create your work. 

Visual Support Materials

Digital Images (20)

Twenty (20) digital images of relevant completed artwork projects.

Image Descriptions

Complete image descriptions directly online as specified on SlideRoom.  Include project budgets where applicable.

Professional Vita/Resume

Please cut and paste your resume information into the area provided on the application form.  
Three Professional References

Provide contact information for at least three professional references (commissioning agency/organization, architect, etc.) that have an intimate knowledge of your work and methods.  Include complete address and phone/email for each reference and refer to the project(s) with which they are familiar.   

The Nebraska Arts Council’s SlideRoom portal offers complete instructions for submitting the application. For technical assistance, a video tutorial is available at SlideRoom and applicants may access the SlideRoom help desk at http://slideroom.zendesk.com.  

There is a nominal $5 application fee required of applicants for this program review. The fee is paid by the applicant using a secure system via SlideRoom online as the final step in submitting the application. 

PROJECT CONTACT:  J.D. Hutton, Artist Services and Communications Manager, Nebraska Arts Council, 1004 Farnam Street, Plaza Level, Omaha, NE 68102-1885, (402) 595-2142/FAX (402) 595-2334, jayne.hutton@nebraska.gov
SUPPORTING MATERIALS:  Additional information on the project, including site descriptions and images, architectural renderings and client information are available at:
Nebraska Arts Council website: www.nebraskaartscouncil.org.
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