Request for Proposals

Scientific Experts for English Language Camp
Deadline: February 13, 2009
Summary:

The U.S. Civilian Research & Development Foundation (CRDF) is seeking expert consultation in the fields of mathematics, physics, chemistry and biology to support the BRHE 2009 summer camp.  Scientists at any career stage, from postdoctoral through emeritus, are welcome to apply. 

The U.S. Civilian Research & Development Foundation (CRDF) is a nonprofit organization authorized by the U.S. Congress and established in 1995 by the National Science Foundation. This unique public-private partnership promotes international scientific and technical collaboration, primarily between the United States and Eurasia, through grants, technical resources, and training. CRDF's mission is to: support exceptional research projects that offer scientists and engineers alternatives to emigration and strengthen the scientific and technological infrastructure of their home countries; advance the transition of foreign weapons scientists to civilian work by funding collaborative non-weapons research and development projects; help move applied research to the marketplace and bring economic benefits both to the United States and the countries with which CRDF works; and strengthen research and education in universities abroad. 

More information on CRDF is available at www.crdf.org.

Background on the BRHE Summer Scientific English Camp Program:
The Scientific English Language Summer Camp is an annual event that is conducted by CRDF's Basic Research and Higher Education program (BRHE) in Russia. The BRHE Program transforms and reinvigorates the training of young Russian scientists by strengthening the basic research capabilities of Russian universities.  BRHE was started in 1998 in response to a study of the most pressing needs for basic research in the former Soviet Union.  Jointly administered by CRDF and the Russian Federation Ministry of Education and Science (MinES), BRHE has created an innovative but tested model, based on the research universities of North America and Europe, to strengthen research and education in the natural sciences (biology, chemistry, earth sciences, mathematics, and physics) in Russia.  BRHE's core strategy is to establish Research and Education Centers (RECs) within selected Russian universities.  The RECs are charged with promoting high-quality scientific research and education programs and cooperating closely with other leading research, education, government, and community institutions.

For the past seven years, CRDF has conducted Scientific English Language Summer Camps for a select number of students from each of the established RECs with the goal of improving their conversational and written English skills.  This summer 64 students, four English teachers trained in Teaching English as a Second Language (ESL), and four science teachers will be in attendance. As in the past, this camp will take place in July 2009 in Russia (exact date and location in Russia TBD).

Through the summer training, CRDF aims to provide Russian students who are interested in pursuing a career in science with a good mix of English language pedagogy and practice in exchanging scientific ideas in English. During the course of the camp students will attend daily English language and science classes, and participate in a mock scientific conference at the end of the camp session.  The conference will provide students with an opportunity to showcase their newly learned English language skills, as well as with practice of presenting scientific material in front of peer audience.  Students, teachers and scientists will also engage in daily extracurricular activities and social events that will enhance students’ learning experience and maximize their interaction with native English speakers.

More information on BRHE Program is available at: http://www.crdf.org/focusdocs/focusdocs_show.htm?doc_id=292485.

Tasks and Deliverables:

Task 1: Contractor will lead approximately 24 scientific sessions.

· Present 4 different 1.5 hour scientific lessons to 6 student groups (approximately 10-12 students/group). The goal of the lessons is not to present new scientific information, but to engage the students in information they may already know, but in English. This may be through a combination of journal articles, current events discussions, and study of the history and philosophy of science.
Deliverable: Lesson plans of all proposed lessons.
Task 2: Contractor will assist in leading and organizing a mock scientific conference.

· Assist the students in preparing short oral and poster presentations for a mock scientific conference during the third week of the camp.
Deliverable: Presentation materials provided before the conference.
Compensation:

· A negotiated stipend will be provided.

Travel Expenses:

· Travel and visa costs, room and board, emergency health/evacuation insurance and per diem for travel days to/from the training will be provided.
Proposal Requirements:

Each proposal must include:

· Consultant CV(s)

· Stipend Amount Requested  
· Stipend Amount Validation 

Timetable:

February 13, 2009:
RFP submissions due

March 2, 2009:

Contractor selection made

TBD, 2009:


Contract start date

TBD, 2009:


Contract end date

Contractor Selection Criteria:

CRDF will select the contractor that provides the best value to CRDF in terms of overall price and experience. The contractor should meet the following selection criteria:
· The scientists should represent one of the following fields: mathematics, physics, chemistry and biology.

· Native or near-native English language is strongly preferred.
· Prior experience working overseas is a must.

· Interest or experience in Russia is a plus but not required.  

· Those selected must be available for a three week stay at the camp site in the summer 2009 (specific dates TBD).

· Willingness to socialize after class hours, speaking English with Russian undergraduate and graduate students to enhance the camp experience for both teachers and students.

Submission:

Proposals should be submitted to Stacey Gomelsky, Associate Program Manager, at sgomelsky@crdf.org, no later than 5 pm EDT on February 13, 2009.   Proposals should be submitted as electronic documents in PDF, Word or Excel format, with the title of the position for which applying in the subject line.

