Bid No. 07-4188 -- “Long Distance”                                 
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COLLIER COUNTY GOVERNMENT

PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
3301 EAST TAMIAMI TRAIL

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DIVISION
PURCHASING BUILDING


NAPLES, FLORIDA 34112


(239) 774-8995

FAX (239) 530-6588
                                                                                                         www.colliergov.net/purchasing
DATE:

August 13, 2007
TO:

Prospective Bidders

FROM:
Scott D. Johnson, Purchasing Agent



Purchasing Department

RE:

BID #07-4188 - “Long Distance”

The Board of County Commissioners, Information Technology Department, desires to receive sealed bids for the above-referenced commodities.

Please refer to the Public Notice contained in the enclosed bid package for the time and date of the Opening of this Bid.

If you have any questions regarding the specifications or intended work, you must ask online at www.colliergov.net/bid. 
We look forward to your participation in this bid process.

cc:
John Daly, Information Technology
NOTE:  If you choose to bid, please submit an

ORIGINAL and ONE COPY of your bid response pages.

NON-BIDDER’S RESPONSE

BID # 07-4188
For purposes of maintaining an accurate bidder’s list and facilitating your firm’s response to our invitation for bid, we are interested in ascertaining reasons for prospective bidder’s failure to respond to invitations for bids.

If your firm is not responding to this bid, please indicate the reason(s) by checking an appropriate item (s) listed below and return this form to Courtney Grosman, Purchasing Technician, Purchasing Department, Collier County Government Center, 3301 East Tamiami Trail, Purchasing Building, Naples, FL  34112.  Please indicate “NO BID” on the outside of the envelope.

We are not responding to this invitation for bid for the following reason(s):

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Items or materials requested not manufactured by us or not available to our company;

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Our items or materials do not meet specifications;

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Circle one - Specifications were:


Not clearly understood, Not applicable, Too vague, Too rigid,


Quantities too small, or 





.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Incorrect address used.  Please correct:


Other reason(s):  
















Name of Firm:  











Mailing Address:  











City, State, ZIP:   











Phone (      ) 


  FAX (       )








By:  













       Signature of Representative

PUBLIC NOTICE

Sealed bids for Long Distance will be received at the Collier County Purchasing Director’s Office, 3301 East Tamiami Trail, Purchasing Building, Naples, FL  34112, until 2:30 p.m., Collier County Time on August 29, 2007.
BID # 07-4188
“Long Distance”

Any questions regarding these specifications or intended work must be asked online at www.colliergov.net/bid. 
All bids shall be made upon the Official Bid Response Form attached to the specifications, which may be seen on the Collier County Purchasing website: www.colliergov.net/purchasing. 
Collier County does not discriminate based on age, race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability or marital status.






BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS






COLLIER COUNTY, FLORIDA






BY: 
/s/ STEVE CARNELL








Steve Carnell, C.P.M.






Purchasing and General Services Director

Publicly posted on the above Collier County website and in the lobby of the Purchasing Building on August 13, 2007.


GENERAL BIDDING REQUIREMENTS

1.  All bids must be made on the bid response form furnished by the County.  No bid will be considered unless the proposal form is properly signed.

2.  Bidders must provide unit prices any time unit prices are requested in the units requested.  These unit prices must be proper and balanced so as to allow fair adjustments in quantities as required by the County.  All prices will remain firm for a period of ninety (90) days from date of bid opening.

3.  Any transportation and/or any other charges incurred in delivering the product as specified must be included in the bid price. FOB destination shall apply unless exception is made in the specifications.

4.  Any discounts or terms must be shown on the bid response form. Such discounts, if any, will be considered and computed in the tabulation of the bids.  In no instance should terms for less than 15 days payment be offered.

5.  Bidders taking exception to any part or section of these specifications shall indicate such exceptions on a separate sheet entitled “EXCEPTIONS TO SPECIFICATIONS”.  Failure to indicate any exceptions shall be interpreted as the bidders’ intent to fully complies with the specifications as written.

6.  The County reserves the right to formally amend and/or clarify the requirements of the bid specifications where it deems necessary.  Any such addendum/clarification shall be in writing and shall be distributed to all parties who received the original bid specifications and are eligible for consideration prior to the deadline for submission of bids.

7.  The County reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive defects in the form of bid, also to select the bid that best meets the requirements of the County.

8.  All bids shall be in the hands of the County Purchasing Director, Collier County Government Complex, Purchasing Building, Naples, FL  34112, by the date and time as stated in the Legal Notice.  No late bids can or will be accepted.

9.  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope, and plainly marked as follows:

(1)  The date and time of receipt of the bids by the County Purchasing Director.

(2)  The number of the bid and the bid title for which the bidder submitting the bid.

        However, under no circumstances shall any part of, or pertaining directly to the bidder’s offer, be exposed on the outside of the bid offer.

      Special Note:  All bids sent by courier service must have the bid number and title on the outside of the courier packet.

10.  Collier County, Florida as a political subdivision of the State of Florida is exempt from the payment of Florida sales tax to its vendors under Chapter 212, Florida Statutes.  All successful bidders will be provided a copy of Collier County’s Certificate of Exemption (#21-07-01005-53C) upon contract award.

      Corporations, individuals and other entities are impacted by Chapter 212, Florida Statutes according to the type of service, sale of commodity or other contractual agreement to be made with Collier County.  By submittal of a properly executed response to a bid proposal from Collier County, Florida, the bidder is acknowledging that he is aware of his statutory responsibilities for sales tax under Chapter 212, Florida Statutes.

      Collier County is also exempt from most Federal excise taxes.  By submittal of a properly executed response to a bid proposal from Collier County, Florida, the bidder is acknowledging that he is aware of his responsibilities for Federal excise taxes.

11.  Tangible personal property purchased by Contractors in the performance of realty construction for the County is taxable, though the County is exempt on its own purchases.

12.  In case of identical bids tying as low bid, the County shall ask vendors to submit certification that they have a drug-free workplace in accordance with Section 287.087 Florida Statutes.  Should all vendors provide said certification; the County will give local vendor preference.  

13.  Permits, Licenses, Taxes:  In compliance with Section 218.80, F.S., all permits necessary for the prosecution of the Work shall be obtained by the Contractor.  In addition, the Contractor shall comply with all rules, regulations and laws of Collier County, the State of Florida, or the U.S. Government now in force or hereafter adopted.

14.  The County reserves the right to accept item or group of items of this bid, unless the bidder qualified his bid by specific limitations.

15.  The County reserves the right to award any item or groups of items to more than one vendor on any bid unless otherwise noted in the bid specifications.

16.  Alternate bids will not be considered unless authorized by the Invitation for Bids.

17.  Bidders on any construction project must be qualified and directly responsible for 30% or more of the Bid amount for said work.

18.  Payment will be made by the County within thirty (30) days from receipt and acceptance by the County of delivery of the bid items or receipt of invoice for same, whichever is received later.

19.  Any Contractor who is a recipient of County funds, or who proposes to perform an work or furnish any goods under this bid shall not discriminate against any worker, employee or applicant or any member of the public because of age race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability or marital status nor otherwise commit an unfair employment practice.

20.  For bidders who wish to receive copies of bids after the bid opening, the County reserves the right to recover all costs associated with the printing and distribution of such copies.

21.  Any actual or prospective respondent to an Invitation to Bid or Request for Proposal, who is aggrieved with respect to the former, shall file a written protest with the Purchasing Director prior to the opening of the Bid or the due date for acceptance of Proposals.  All such protests must be filed with the Purchasing Director no later than 11:00 a.m. Collier County time on the advertised date for the opening of the Bid or the acceptance date for the Request for Proposals.

22.  Bid award selection criteria is as follows:

a.  All questions on the Proposal Page shall be answered as to price(s), time requirements, prompt payment terms [discounts], required document submissions and acknowledgment of addenda received.

b.  Award shall be based upon the responses to all questions on the Proposal Page.

c.  Further consideration will include but not be limited to references, completeness of bid response and past performances on other County bids/projects.

d.  Prices will be read in public exactly as written on the Proposal Page at the time of the bid opening; however, should an error in calculations occur whenever unit pricing and price extensions are requested, the unit price shall prevail.  Mathematical miscalculations may be corrected by the County to reflect the proper answer.

23.  Award of contract will be made by the Board of County Commissioners in public session.  Awards pertaining to the Collier County Airport Authority will generally be made by that agency’s approval Board.  Award shall be made in a manner consistent with the County’s Purchasing Policy.  Award recommendations will be posted outside the offices of the Purchasing Department on Wednesdays and Thursdays.  Any actual or prospective respondent who desires to formally protest the recommended contract award must file a notice of intent to protest with the Purchasing Director within two (2) calendar days (excluding weekends and County holidays) of the date that the recommended award is posted.  Upon filing of said notice, the protesting party will have five (5) days to file a formal protest and will be given instructions as to the form and content requirements of the formal protest.  A copy of the “Protest Policy” is available at the office of the Purchasing Director.

24.  All firms are hereby placed on NOTICE that the County Commission does not wish to be lobbied…either individually or collectively…about a project for which a firm has submitted a proposal.  Firms and their agents are not to contact members of the County Commission for such purposes as meetings of introduction, luncheons, dinners, etc.  During the bidding process, from bid opening to final Board approval, no firm or their agent shall contact any other employee of Collier County with the exception of the Purchasing Director.

25.  The Contractor shall employ people to work at County facilities who are neat, clean, well groomed and courteous.

26.  If the bidder should be of the opinion that the meaning of any part of the Bidding Document is doubtful, obscure or contains errors or omissions he should report such opinion to the Purchasing Director before the bid opening date.

27.   The County assumes no responsibility for proposals received after the due date and time, or at any office or location other than that specified herein, whether due to mail delays, courier mistakes, mishandling, inclement weather or any other reason.  Late proposals shall be returned unopened, and shall not be considered for award.

28 Bidder acknowledges, and without exception or stipulation, any firm(s) receiving an award shall be fully responsible for complying with the provisions of the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 as located at 8 U.S.C. 1324, et seq. and regulations relating thereto, as either may be amended. Failure by the awarded firm(s) to comply with the laws referenced herein shall constitute a breach of the award agreement and the County shall have the discretion to unilaterally terminate said agreement immediately.

SPECIFICATIONS

These specifications are intended to provide the information by which prospective bidders may understand the requirements of Collier County relative to furnishing and delivering Long Distance.

Quantities:  It is estimated that the Board of County Commissioners will spend approximately $40,000 annually for long distance services.  This figure is an approximate figure, and is given only as a guideline for preparing your bid and should not be construed as representing actual figures under the contract.  The County reserves the right to order such quantities as may be required during said period, but does not guarantee any minimum or maximum to be ordered during the period specified.

· Dedicated Long Distance T1 service (installation included as part of this contract) Price to Collier County.

· Pin Number billing 

· Monitor local long distance from local operating company to insure best rate available.

· Long Distance outside of state rate switched, 24 hours a day respective to destination, three hundred sixty-five (365) days per year.

· Long Distance outside of state rate dedicated T1.

· Long Distance in-state Switched and Dedicated

· Universal Service Charges fewer than 4.9%

· Electronic billing in both summary and detailed format for each cost center, Collier County will approve billing formats
Technical Support:  Vendor(s) must be able to provide technical support to the County Departments on an as-needed basis.  Vendor(s) shall work in cooperation with the local operating company to resolve any issues on behalf of the County. All issues shall be reported to the Information Technology Director within twenty-four (24) hrs.

Award:  The general criteria that will be used for the evaluation of this bid is set forth in the general bidding requirements along with the responses as stated on the bid response pages.  Award of bid shall be made to the lowest, qualified and responsive bidder.  The County reserves the right to award this contract through an approach which best serves the interests of the county; i.e., to a single vendor, multiple vendors, or by a primary/secondary vendor basis, or on a category-by-category basis. 
The following formula will be used to determine the order of the bidders.  

20,000 minutes x both per minute rates + one (1) T1 line + universal charges.
Offer Extended to Other Governmental Entities: Collier County encourages and agrees to the successful bidder extending the pricing, terms and conditions of this solicitation or resultant contract to other governmental entities at the discretion of the successful bidder.

Vendor Performance Evaluation: Collier County has implemented a Vendor Performance Evaluation System for all contracts awarded in excess of $25,000.  To this end, vendors will be evaluated on their performance upon completion/termination of agreement.

Termination:  Should the Contractor be found to have failed to perform his services in a manner satisfactory to the County, the County may terminate this Agreement immediately for cause; further the County may terminate this Agreement for convenience with a seven (7) day written notice.  The County shall be sole judge of non-performance.

Conflict of Interest:  Bidder shall provide a list of any businesses and/or organizations to which the firm has any affiliation or obligations within the past five (5) years; whether paid or donated, which could be construed by the County as a conflict of interest.

Disclosure of any potential or actual conflict of interest is subject to County staff review and does not in and of itself disqualify a firm from consideration. These disclosures are intended to identify and or preclude conflict of interest situations during contract selection and execution.

Prohibition of Gifts to County Employees: No organization or individual shall offer or give, either directly or indirectly, any favor, gift, loan, fee, service or other item of value to any County employee, as set forth in Chapter 112, Part III, Florida Statutes, Collier County Ethics Ordinance No. 2004-05, and County Administrative Procedure 5311.  Violation of this provision may result in one or more of the following consequences: a. Prohibition by the individual, firm, and/or any employee of the firm from contact with County staff for a specified period of time; b. Prohibition by the individual and/or firm from doing business with the County for a specified period of time, including but not limited to: submitting bids, RFP, and/or quotes; and, c. immediate termination of any contract held by the individual and/or firm for cause.

Additional Items/Services:  Additional items and/or services may be added to this contract upon satisfactory negotiation of price by the Contract Manager and Vendor.
THIS SHEET MUST BE SIGNED BY VENDOR


Board of County Commissioners

Collier County, Florida

Purchasing Department

BIDDERS CHECK LIST

I M P O R T A N T:  Please read carefully, sign in the spaces indicated and return with your bid response.

Bidder should check off each of the following items as the necessary action is completed:

1.  The Bid has been signed.

2.  The Bid prices offered have been reviewed.

3.  The price extensions and totals have been checked.

4.  The payment terms have been indicated.

5.  Any required drawings, descriptive literature, samples etc. have been included.

6.  Any delivery information required is included.

7.  If required, the amount of bid bond has been checked, and the bid bond or cashiers check has been included.

8.  Any addenda have been signed and included.

9.  The mailing envelope has been addressed to:





Purchasing Director





Collier County Government Center





Purchasing Building





3301 East Tamiami Trail





Naples, Florida  34112

10.  The mailing envelope must be sealed and marked  with:

· Bid Number
· Bid Title
· Opening Date
11.  The bid will be mailed or delivered in time to be received no later than the specified opening date and time.   (Otherwise bid cannot be considered.)

ALL COURIER DELIVERED BIDS/RFPS MUST HAVE THE BID/RFP NUMBER AND TITLE ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE COURIER PACKET.








Company Name








Signature & Title








Date

Bid Response







FROM: 













DUE: 
August 29, 2007 @ 2:30 p.m.
Board of County Commissioners

Collier County Government Center

Naples, Florida  34112

RE:

BID # 07-4188 “Long Distance”

Dear Commissioners:

The undersigned, as bidder, hereby declares that he has examined the specifications and informed himself fully in regard to all conditions pertaining to furnishing Long Distance per the attached specifications.  The Bidder further declares that the only persons, company or parties interested in this Bid response or the Contract to be entered into as principals are named herein; that this Bid is made without connection with any other person, company or companies submitting a Bid; and it is in all respects fair and in good faith, without collusion or fraud.

The Bidder proposes and agrees, if this bid is accepted, to contract with the County furnish work in full, in complete accordance with the attached specifications, according to the following unit prices:









Dedicated
Switched
Local Long Distance Services (intra state) 
_______        _______ Per Min.

Long Distance (inter state)



_______
_______ Per Min.

Calling Card



Domestic
_______ International______

Pin Number Billing



Monthly Fee    __________________

Price to furnish T1 Line


Monthly Fee    __________________

Fee to switch service providers       
One Time Fee __________________

Universal Services Charges

Percentage      __________________

Response continued on next page….
RESPONSE PAGE CONTINUED
Any discounts or terms must be shown on the bid response Form.  Such discounts, if any, will be considered and computed in the tabulation of the bids.  In no instance should terms for less than 15 days payment be offered.

Prompt Payment Terms:  _____%  _____ Days; Net   30   Days

Addenda received (if applicable):  #1_____    #2_____    #3_____

The service to be furnished by us is hereby declared and guaranteed to be in conformance with the specifications of the County.

The undersigned do agree that should this bid be accepted, to execute the form of contract and present the same to the County Purchasing Director for approval within fifteen (15) days after being notified of the awarding of the Contract.

The undersigned do further agree that failure to execute and deliver said forms of contract within fifteen (15) days, will result in damages to the County.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, WE have hereunto subscribed our names on this _____ day of ______________, 2007 in the County of _______________, in the State of ______.

Firm’s Complete Legal Name

(Address)

(City, State, ZIP)

Phone No. 


                               
Check one of the following:

Fax No.    





 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Sole Proprietorship









 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Corporation or P.A. State of _________









 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Limited Partnership









 FORMCHECKBOX 
   General Partnership

By:  






   
Typed and Written Signature

Title

******************************************************************************************************

ADDITIONAL CONTACT INFORMATION
Send Payments To:





(REQUIRED ONLY if different from above)















(Company Name used as Payee)










(Address)










(City, State, ZIP)

Contact Name 

     

Phone No. 







Title





FAX No.    













Email address:  





Office Servicing Collier County Account

/Place Orders/Request Supplies 

(REQUIRED ONLY if different from above)



   









 


(Address)










(City, State, ZIP)


Contact Name  



Phone No. 







Title





FAX No.    












Email Address:  




    


Note:  If you choose to bid, please submit an ORIGINAL and ONE COPY of your response pages.
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