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Castle Gardens Class III Cultural Resource Inventory Project

STATEMENT OF WORK
I.  Introduction and Background
The contractor shall conduct a block Class III cultural resource inventory of approximately 590 acres.  The block shall include the Castle Gardens Rock Art Site and the surrounding area.  Inventory block corners will be staked by the BLM.  All sites located within the block inventory area will be recorded using Wyoming Cultural Property Forms, and evaluated to make recommendations of eligibility for inclusion on the NRHP.
The white to cream colored sandstone rock escarpments which have been named Castle Gardens run in a west-northwest line for a little over five miles.  Most of the rock drawings are located in a sheltered natural basin at Castle Garden’s east end.  An area of about 180 acres has been fenced off to help protect the rock art concentrated there.  The majority of the rock drawings occur on a low central escarpment within the basin, and a higher escarpment which is the northern boundary of the basin.

The exposed vertical rock surfaces of Castle Gardens consist of an uplifted anticline, whose escarpments generally face toward the south and southwest.  The rock surfaces upon which almost all of the drawings have been placed are those of the Upper Cretaceous Lance Formation.  The Lance Fm. in this area is white to light-gray massive cross-bedded sandstone containing thin beds of carbonaceous shale.  Also exposed within Castle Gardens are the Upper Cretaceous Mesa Verde Formation (below the Lance), and the Paleocene Fort Union Formation (above the Lance).

Average precipitation in the area is between 10-15 inches per year, with much of the moisture in the area falling between late-July through September.  Sagebrush-grass communities dominate the rolling plains around Castle Gardens, and within the escarpments, pine, Utah juniper, ground juniper, sagebrush, bunch grasses, cactus, serviceberry, and gooseberry also occur.  

Though no formal block Class III intensive cultural resource inventories have been conducted in this area, several prehistoric and historic sites have been identified through reconnaissance inventories.  

II.  Project Location and Scope
Area is located in central Wyoming, in the Wind River Basin in Fremont County.  The rock drawings at Castle Gardens are situated approximately twenty-two miles south of the small community of Moneta, Wyoming, and 45 miles east of Riverton, Wyoming, at an elevation of 6100 feet, in T34N R90W Sections 9 and 10.  Access to the site is by secondary gravel and dirt roads.  From Riverton, proceed approximately 35 miles east along Highway 135.  Turn north on the Castle Gardens Road and proceed approximately 6.5 miles.  Turn East on the Castle Gardens Access Road and proceed approximately 6 miles to the site location.  Contractor shall not drive off existing roads.
III.  Statement of Work 
Contractor shall conduct background file search, Class III level inventory of approximately 590 acres, site recordation, site evaluation and recommendation for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.  Due to rough terrain and rock outcrops, it is expected that the area where most of the rock art drawings are located (approximately 50 acres) will require more intensive inventory (i.e., less than 30 meter transects) to fully identify cultural resources.  The rock art panels of Castle Gardens shall be GPS’d and photographed, but do not need to be otherwise recorded.  
Contractor shall adhere to Class III inventory and reporting standards as defined by the Wyoming State Historic Preservation Office Format, Guidelines, and Standards for Class II and III Reports.  Wyoming SHPO Metadata GIS and Photographic Standards shall be required.  All diagnostic artifacts and ceramics (if any) shall be collected and curated.  
Contractor shall complete Wyoming Cultural Property Forms for all cultural resources identified.  The site form for Castle Gardens (48FR108) shall be updated with GPS information for the rock art panels, and documentation of additional cultural resources found.  Site forms for other previously recorded sites in the inventory area shall be updated if any conditions or interpretations differ from what has been reported on Wyoming Cultural Properties Forms.  
Contractor shall also adhere to Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for Archaeology and Historic Preservation.
The contractor is required to have a current BLM Cultural Resource Use Permit, and will follow the permit stipulations.  
The information from this inventory will be used in the development of management alternatives for Castle Gardens, and for Section 106 compliance when the new management plan is implemented.  New construction from the updated management plan will include a new access road, parking lot, and walking path.  

IV.  Government Supplied Property
The BLM, Lander Field Office shall supply successful applicant with a copy of David Gebhard’s 1987 report entitled The Rock Drawings of Castle Gardens, Wyoming which includes the site’s panel numbering system.  

V.  Funding/Schedule
Work schedule and partial payment shall be divided into three phases.  
Phase I, Background literature search/ Field Work = 31-August-2009;  40% Partial Payment

Phase II, Draft Report Submission
=  30-November-2009;
30% Partial Payment

Phase III, Final Report Submission
=  31-March-2010;
30% Partial Payment



VI.  Deliverables
The contractor shall prepare a Class III inventory report, including Wyoming Cultural Properties Forms and Wyoming Isolated Resource Forms, following the standards set forth in the Wyoming State Historic Preservation Office Format, Guidelines, and Standards for Class II and III Reports.  The contractor shall enter the project in the automated CRMTracker program.  The report shall include photographic documentation and maps produced with GIS information.  Two (2) unbound versions of the draft report shall be submitted to the BLM for initial review and comment. The BLM shall be allowed 60 days for review.  The Contractor shall make revisions and prepare the final report in accordance with BLM recommendations.  
The contractor shall submit to the BLM four (4) unbound and two (2) comb-bound copies of the final report with color maps and photographs upon completion of the project.  The final report, site and isolate resource forms, all GIS information (including original field data files and GIS shapefiles), and all photographs taken as part of this project will also be presented in the form of CDs or DVDs.  The final report, site forms, and isolate resource forms may either be in Microsoft Word (Windows XP compatible) or PDF files.  The preferred digital formats for images include JPEGs or Bitmaps (.bmp).

Copies of field and research notes and maps associated with this project shall be submitted to the BLM upon completion of the project.  Either digital format (CDs or DVDs) or paper copies are acceptable.

Email notifications:  The contractor shall notify the BLM before commencing fieldwork, and when fieldwork is completed, by emailing Karina Bryan (karina_bryan@blm.gov) and Craig Bromley (craig_bromley@blm.gov).  Email notifications shall also be sent when the draft and final reports are mailed to the BLM.
