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XIX.
I. Mission and Goal Statements 

A.  Mission:  The Horsham Township Library promotes literacy, cultural enrichment 
and a sense of community by providing Horsham's citizens with information 
resources, programs, expert staff assistance, and a hospitable place to exchange 
ideas. 

B.  Goals:  The Horsham Township Library's goals shall be: 

1. To promote development of literacy among very young children and to be an 
educational and reading center for school age children by developing a 
collection of high quality materials and a schedule of programs that stimulate 
learning and thinking. 

2. To be both a center for access to technology and a "knowledge navigator," 
promoting citizens' information literacy by helping them sift and evaluate 
information from many different sources. The library will 

use its website to gather, disseminate and connect citizens to useful 
information;  
contract for access to relevant electronic resources for its community;  
maintain an up-to-date, reliable computer network with access to useful 
software;  
offer workshops to teach library users to use information technology and 
evaluate information resources. 

3. To serve as a community meeting ground by offering space for formal group 
meetings and by maintaining an environment conducive to informal meeting, 
social networking, fellowship, and the exchange of information and ideas. 

4. To be a destination for teens by offering a relevant collection of library 
materials, a convivial place to meet friends, and an interesting schedule of 
programs and activities. To encourage teens to use library resources to further 
their academic pursuits by cooperating with local public and private schools on 
reading, service learning, and other programs. The library will cooperate with 
local public and private schools to encourage teens to use library resources for 
academic pursuits. 

5. To be a community information center for Horsham Township by collecting and 
sharing information about community groups and their activities. 

6. To be the community's resource for lifelong learning by: 
maintaining a collection of useful, current publications and information 
resources in all appropriate formats,  
offering access to information resources outside the library, and  
offering informative programs on a variety of subjects.  

7. To serve all residents of Horsham Township and the Hatboro-Horsham School 
District in Montgomery County, and through state-sponsored reciprocal 
borrowing programs to share resources with residents of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. 
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8. To strive to continuously improve service for the library's customers. 

9. To review regularly these goals of the Horsham Township Library and, if 
necessary, revise them in the light of new developments.  
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Your Guide to the Horsham Township Library 
Collections 
 
The library has more than 78,000 books and recordings in 
three age-appropriate areas.  The Children’s collection 
caters to boys and girls from birth through sixth grade.  
The Teen Room offers material for students in 7th through 
12 grades.  The main adult collection offers Mysteries, 
Science Fiction/Fantasy, General Fiction, and Non-Fiction 
for adults. 
 
The library also offers a collection of audiobooks in both 
audiocassette and compact disc formats.  It offers collec-
tions of movies in DVD format  and music CDs for both 
adults and children. 
 
The library subscribes to 14 newspapers, retaining back 
issues for 2 months.  It subscribes to 141 magazines, re-
taining back issues for 2 years.  
 
The library is glad to place reserve requests for any items 
not currently on the shelf.  The library will telephone or 
email patrons when items are ready to pick up at the 
check-out desk. 
 
Technology 
 
27 computers with high-speed Internet access are avail-
able for the public.  They offer Microsoft Office Pro and 
Photoshop software and are networked to a black-and-
white laser printer.  Patrons pay 15¢ per page for printing. 
  
The library also offers wireless Internet access for visitors 
who prefer to log-on using their own equipment.  Access 
requires a library card and PIN number which can be  
obtained free of charge in a few minutes. 
 
A closed-circuit TV magnifier is available to help patrons 
with low vision. 
 
The library is a member of MCLINC, the Montgomery 
County Library and Information Network Consortium.  The 
15 member libraries in MCLINC share materials and honor 
one another’s library cards. 
 
A coin-operated photocopier is available for the public.  
Copies cost 15¢ per page. 
 
The library’s website at www.HorshamLibrary.org contains 
links to on-line databases, information about the library, 
and topical information resources. 
 
Programs 
 
The Children’s Dept. schedules story times for babies, 
toddlers, pre-schoolers and families on a seasonal basis 
and offers an annual 8-week Summer Reading Program for 
readers of all ages.  Call the Children’s Department at 
(215) 443-2609, x 204 for scheduling information.   
 
A library sponsored adult book discussion group meets the 
last Wednesday of each month.  Contact the Reference 
Librarian at (215) 443-2609, x 202. 
 
The library exhibits art work by local artists in its main hall 
and exhibit cases.  Information about current shows can  

be found on its website. The library’s website includes a 
calendar of events with links to additional information on 
each listed event. 
 
Meeting Space 
 
Meeting rooms for 30 to 180 people are available free of 
charge for local civic organizations. Please reserve ahead 
of time by contacting the Circulation Supervisor at (215) 
443-2609, x 207.  
 
Three conference rooms seating up to six people are  
available on a first-come, first-served basis. 
 
A Cafe with coin-operated coffee, tea, soft drink and snack 
machines is located just off the library’s main entrance.  It 
is a convenient place to relax and talk with friends. 

Information Resources 
 
Library patrons may log on to the following information 
resources using public access computers at the library.  
Patrons with a Horsham Township library card can use 
their barcode number to log-on to these resources re-
motely from home, school or office by clicking on the links 
on the library’s webpage at www.HorshamLibrary.org. 
 
Library borrowers may also log-in to their account to 
monitor items checked out and their due dates.  They may 
renew selected items on line (with some limitations) and 
may place their own reserve requests on line.  To use this 
feature of the library’s computer system, patrons must set 
up a PIN number to serve as a password to work in con-
junction with their library card. 
 
The library offers access to a variety of useful databases 
included in the Pennsylvania Online World  
of Electronic Resources, funded by the  
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  This  
collection includes the EBSCOHost   
magazine/newspaper index, on-line  
reference books, “NoveList” guide to fiction, 
auto repair manuals, the Associated Press 
library of images, and much more. 
 
The NewsBank database indexes the Philadelphia Inquirer 

from 1981 to the present, 
offering full text access to  
articles, searchable by  
subjects, names, and dates. 

The ReferenceUSA database 
is a directory of businesses 
and households. 
 
 
A collection of more than 800 downloadable audio-books is 

available via the library’s website.  
Each audio file is checked out for a 
period of 2 weeks and automati-
cally returns itself to the library! 
Audiobooks can be downloaded to 
a computer or MP3 player.  Many 
of the audiobooks can be burned 

to CDs to play in a home or car stereo. 



Horsham Township Library 
435 Babylon Road 

Horsham, PA 19044-1224 
Tel: (215) 443-2609 

Website:  www.HorshamLibrary.Org 
Friends of the Horsham Library 

Website:  www.fhlib.Org 
  

Our Mission: 
 
The Horsham Township Library’s mission is to 
promote literacy, cultural  enrichment and a 
sense of community by providing Horsham’s 
citizens with information resources, programs, 
expert staff assistance, and a hospitable place 
to exchange ideas.   

Friends of the Horsham Library 
 
The Friends of the Horsham Library is a 501 
(c) (3) Tax Exempt Non-Profit Corporation 
(EIN 23-3030763) created to maintain an as-
sociation of persons interested in books and 
libraries; to focus public attention on library 
services, facilities, and needs; and to stimulate 
gifts, desirable collections, endowments and 
bequests.   

The Library is open: 
 

Mondays: 12:30 PM to 9 PM 
Tuesdays: 10 AM to 9 PM 

Wednesdays: 10 AM to 9 PM 
Thursdays: 10 AM to 9 PM 

Fridays 10 AM to 6 PM 
Saturdays: 10 AM to 5 PM 

Sundays: closed. 

Genealogy databases available 
Two genealogy 
databases are 
available for 
searching in the library:  Ancestry.Com and Heri-
tageQuest.  Tracing your family tree has become a 

popular hobby.  With 
the advent of  on-line 
databases that offer 
access to US Census  

records, immigration data, and family history mate-
rials, much of the genealogy legwork can be done 
from the library’s computer workstations rather 
than requiring trips across the country. 

Library Staff is glad to help you 
 

Laurie Tynan, Library Director, ext. 205 
Sandra Courtney, Reference Librarian, ext. 202 

Ellyn Benner, Children’s Librarian, ext. 204 
Barbara McCorkindale-Sers, Circulation  

Supervisor, ext. 207 

Library Board of Directors 
 

David Creamer, President 
Michael A. Colucci, Treasurer 

Debra Carr, Secretary 
Amy Caples 
Milton Kunz 

 

 
 
BookFlix on-line read-
ing resource for kids 
is a fun new way to enjoy 
children’s books.  The on-line 
database offers streaming 
videos based on well known children’s picture books 
produced by Weston Woods, paired with animated 
storybooks and educational games geared for chil-
dren in pre-school through third grade.  To access 
BookFlix visit the library’s website, click on the “on-
line Resources” link, then click on the BookFlix logo.  
All you need to log on is your library card number. 

New Holiday Traditions with 
Christina Pirello, Monday, October 
27 from 6 to 9:30 PM at Horsham 
Township Community Center. 
 
Friends of the Horsham Library 
present a 3-hour lecture & cooking 

demonstration with TV chef and whole foods 
guru Pirello who will show you how to create 
classy, healthy, scrumptious dishes you’ll be 
proud to showcase on your holiday table.  Cost 
is $35 per person.  For more information and 
to register, visit the Friends of Horsham Li-
brary website at www.fhlib.org. 

A Celebration of Book Clubs, Sept. 15 
 
The library will host its first “Celebration of 
Book Clubs” Monday, September 15 from 6 to 
8:30 PM to encourage book group members to 
meet each other, network, and learn about the 
services the library can offer reading and dis-
cussion groups.  There is a growing interest in 
book discussion groups throughout our com-
munity.  If you are in a book club or are look-
ing to join one, come enjoy the activities, ap-
petizers, refreshments and prizes.  Learn from 
experienced book club leaders and share your 
favorite reading lists.  



Horsham Township Library
Calendar Year 2004

Statistical Report
(October through December)

adults young adults children total

Books, Fiction: 5,310 686 9,083 15,079
Books, Non-Fiction: 3,014 284 6,831 10,129

Periodicals: 65 0 221 286
Spoken Word: 537 13 371 921

Compact discs: 38 0 1 39
Digital Video Discs: 7,128 0 3,363 10,491

Videotapes: 0 0 0 0
Inter-Library Loans: 9 9

Total: 16,101 983 19,870 36,954

adults children total
Total borrowers registered: 1,635 1,120 2,755

Reference interviews:  120
Computer assistance: 120

Total sessions Total Hours
Year to date: 1,535 267.94

number of 
programs attendance

Tours: 16 183
Storyhours: 1 60

Meeting Room reservations: 25 188

Public Access Computer Use

Programs

Library materials borrowed

Library card registration

Information and Reference Services



Horsham Township Library
Library Use Statistics

adults young adults children total

Books, Fiction: 22,284 6,953 85,223 114,460
Books, Non-Fiction: 28,118 1,757 13,106 42,981

Magazines: 1,999 0 3,411 5,410
Audio Books: 7,181 117 2,621 9,919

Compact discs: 4,455 0 1,836 6,291
DVDs & Videos: 33,088 0 16,634 49,722

Interlibrary Loans: 13 0 0 13
Other items: 36 0 38 74

Total: 97,174 8,827 122,869 228,870
42.5% 3.9% 53.7%

adults total
New cards issued in 2005: 2,484 3,616

Total borrowers registered: 4,119 6,471

Reference interviews:  3059
Computer assistance:  1454

POWER Library remote logins:  800
POWER Library searches:  2331

POWER Library items viewed:  3003

Total sessions Total time
Year to date: 18,579 10441:38:00

number of 
programs attendance

Tours & Programs: 64 1565
Storyhours: 143 2852

Meeting Room reservations: 299 1381

Readers signed up to participate
in Summer Reading Club: 0 464

Calendar Year 2005

Library materials borrowed

Library card registration
children & teens

Programs

Information and Reference Services

Public Access Computer Use

1,132
2,352



Horsham Township Library
Library Use Statistics

Year-to-Date Total 2006

adults young adults children total Comparison to last year

Books, Fiction: 26,271 7,547 97,295 131,113 114,460
Books, Non-Fiction: 31,064 1,567 16,027 48,658 42,981

Magazines: 3,701 3 3,406 7,110 5,410
Audio Books: 9,163 63 3,531 12,757 9,919

Music: 5,611 0 1,730 7,341 6,291
DVDs & Videos: 36,504 0 17,666 54,170 49,722

Interlibrary Loans: 82 0 0 82 13

Total: 112,416 9,180 139,658 261,254 228,870

MCLINC requests shipped: 13,080 433

adults total Comparison to last year
New cards issued: 1,665 2,185 3,616

Comparison to last year
Reference assistance:  3,727 3,059
Computer assistance:  2,146 1,454

Database use: Log-ins Searches Items viewed
POWER Library Remote Logins:  788 598

POWER Library searches:  1,388 5,669 6,138 1,791
InfoUSA:  18 34 632 0

LearningExpress:  32 23 22 0
NewsBank:  0 0 0 0

Downloadable Audio Books:  62 87 215 0

Total sessions Total time
Wired public access computers: 21,309 13688:04:00 18,579 / 10,441:38:00

Wireless computer sessions: 710 158:45:00 n/a

number of 
programs attendance

Library Attendance (door count): 47,598
Tours & Library-sponsored

Programs: 66 2,575 64  / 1,565
Storyhours: 156 3,487 143  /  2,852

Meeting Room reservations: 202 2,972 299  / 1,381
Readers signed up to participate in

Summer Reading Club: 128 668 464
teens children

People Hours
Circulation 32 312:35:00
Technical Processing 32 280:45:00
Reference, Programming & Misc. 15 79:15:00

Library materials borrowed

Library card registration
children & teens

Volunteers

520

Information and Reference Services

Public Access Computer Use

Programs



Horsham Township Library
Library Use Statistics

Year-to-Date Total 2007

adults young adults children total

Books, Fiction: 32,658 8,796 105,081 146,535 131,113 11.8%
Books, Non-Fiction: 33,785 1,709 19,614 55,108 48,658 13.3%

Magazines: 4,292 25 3,148 7,465 7,110 5.0%
Audio Books: 9,918 216 3,594 13,728 12,757 7.6%

Music: 7,944 0 2,124 10,068 7,341 37.1%
DVDs & Videos: 41,935 0 22,095 64,030 54,170 18.2%

Interlibrary Loans: 112 0 0 112 82 36.6%
Other items: 2 0 0 2 23 -91.3%

0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0

Total: 130,646 10,746 155,656 297,048 261,254 13.7%

MCLINC requests shipped: 17,143 10,308 66.3%

adults total
New cards issued: 1,457 1,874 2,185 -14.2%

Reference assistance:  3,071 3,383 -9.2%
Computer assistance:  1,809 1,961 -7.8%

Database use: Log-ins Searches Items viewed
POWER Library Remote Logins:  1,064 77 0 703 0

POWER Library searches:  2,159 11,580 10,642 1,446 5,119
InfoUSA:  36 132 2,383 18 139

LearningExpress:  44 38 35 30 24
NewsBank:  0 0 0 0 0

Ancestry.com:  0 0 0 0 0
HeritageQuest:  0 0 0 0 0

Downloadable Audio Books:  260 248 463 156 175

Total sessions Total time
Wired public access computers: 22,258 14435:20:00 21,309 13688:04:00

Wireless computer sessions: 1,451 2008:27:19 648 1022:05:55

number of 
programs attendance

Library Attendance (door count): 119,519 47,598 0
Tours & Library-sponsored

Programs: 73 2,844 65 2,553
Storyhours: 152 4,536 156 3,487

Meeting Room reservations: 266 4,294 202 2,972
Readers signed up to participate in 

Summer Reading Club: 624 236 796 0
Children Teens

People Hours
Circulation 67 609:50:00 31 277:35:00
Technical Processing 19 190:00:00 29 450:00:00
Reference, Programming & Misc. 4 26:00:00 15 79:15:00

Information and Reference Services

Comparison to last year

Comparison to last year

Library materials borrowed

Library card registration
children & teens

417

Comparison to last year

Volunteers
Comparison to last year

Comparison to last year

Public Access Computer Use
Comparison to last year

Programs
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Horsham Township Library
Library Use Statistics

Year-to-Date Total 2008
(January through July)

adults young adults children total

Books, Fiction: 23,515 5,589 68,654 97,758 84,769 15.3%
Books, Non-Fiction: 23,098 1,552 13,894 38,544 32,839 17.4%

Magazines: 3,007 0 2,060 5,067 4,588 10.4%
Audio Books: 6,646 317 2,451 9,414 7,536 24.9%

Music: 5,488 147 1,150 6,785 5,892 15.2%
DVDs & Videos: 29,918 0 15,131 45,049 36,662 22.9%

Interlibrary Loans: 44 0 0 44 65 -32.3%
Other items: 2 0 0 2 0 #DIV/0!

Total: 91,718 7,605 103,340 202,663 172,351 17.6%

MCLINC requests shipped: 12,851 9,486 35.5%

adults total
New cards issued: 908 1,157 1,169 -1.0%

Reference assistance:  2,038 1,856 9.8%
Computer assistance:  899 1,236 -27.3%

Database use: Log-ins Searches Items viewed Log-ins Items viewed
POWER Library Remote Logins:  718 0 0 653 0

POWER Library searches:  1,558 7,128 5,322 1,343 6,643
BookFlix:  180 252 721
InfoUSA:  30 43 513 14 862

LearningExpress:  4 3 3 12 12
NewsBank:  0 0 0 0 0

Ancestry.com:  0 0 0 0 0
HeritageQuest:  0 0 0 0 0

Downloadable Audio Books:  177 289 451 138 272

Total sessions Total time
Wired public access computers: 12,708 8277:16:00 13,096 8488:09:00

Wireless computer sessions: 1,180 1641:23:16 761 1145:37:24

number of 
programs attendance

Library Attendance (door count): 75,117 70,020 7.3%
Tours & Library-sponsored

Programs: 58 2,406 51 2,223
Storyhours: 84 2,608 82 2,377

Meeting Room reservations: 239 4,008 179 2,894
Readers signed up to participate in 

Summer Reading Club: 728 106 226 624 236
Children Teens Adults

People Hours
Circulation 37 452:10:00 36 354:00:00
Technical Processing 25 224:00:00 9 132:00:00
Reference, Programming & Misc. 17 438:45:00 4 26:00:00

Comparison to last year

Volunteers
Comparison to last year

Comparison to last year

Public Access Computer Use
Comparison to last year

Programs

Information and Reference Services

Comparison to last year

Comparison to last year

Library materials borrowed

Library card registration
children & teens

249
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