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March 14, 2009
Request for Proposal

Organization

The Gist Cancer Research Fund was established 8 years ago by Tania and Robert Stutman to create funding to support research which is vital to the long term survival of those coping with GIST. The GIST Cancer Research Fund is a 501 ( c ) ( 3 ) corporation and their tax id is 13-4182988.  GCRF works to raise money to foster private funding for research and to broaden the awareness of GIST. The GCRF has supported research groups at Dana Farber, Memorial Sloan Kettering, Fox Chase, Oregon Health Sciences and the University of Pittsburgh with over $1,200,000 in funding over the past eight years.
Gastrointestinal stromal tumor, GIST, is a relatively uncommon type of cancer that occurs in the gastrointestinal tract. GIST’s belong to a class of diseases called sarcomas.  Experts estimate that 5,000 to 10,000 GIST’s are diagnosed each year. GIST’s can develop anywhere in the GI tract. They occur most often in the stomach and less commonly in the small intestine and colon. 

Traditional cancer therapies such as chemotherapy or radiation were shown to have no effect on GIST’s. Surgery was, and still is, the best way to initially treat GIST. However, many GIST’s cannot be surgically removed at all, because they are too large or have already spread to other parts of the organs prior to diagnosis.

GCRF faces an enormous task of providing grants to these specific cancer centers so that investigations can be funded and the important task of research and the development of therapeutic programs.
Each October, the GCRF sponsors the annual Walk for a Cure which is the single largest source of donations for the organization. All of the proceeds for this walk go directly into the hands of researchers and is the only source of private funding available today for GIST. 
In addition, there are auxiliary activities that take place throughout the year which operate under the umbrella of GCRF:

· California Walk

· Oregon Walk

· Atlanta Dinner & Silent Auction

· Peter Thomas Memorial e2e Bike Event

The RFP is required to be submitted to GCRF by April 1st, 2009 and we will award the assignment on April 15th. 
Statement of Purpose:

Develop public relations exposure for the organization for the Annual Walk and all auxiliary functions that support the fundraising initiatives of the organization throughout the USA.

Background Information of past initiatives:

There has been 8 annual Walk’s held in Rockland County. In the past 2 years, there have been regional Walk’s held in California and Oregon.

The Rockland County Walk has attracted up to 500 participants and the regional Walk’s attract as many as 100 participants.
Leading GIST medical experts from the research centers that we support participate in all Walk’s.

The shortcoming of the Walk’s has been a lack of media coverage and participation from supporters from outside the families and friends of GIST patients. 

Scope of Work

Update and expand press materials and brochures. Materials and distribution of same to all major cancer centers and for package hand outs at the Walks.

Conduct media outreach to newspapers, TV broadcast and radio networks. Establish and distribute public service announcements.

Coordinate entertainment assignments for the Walk by securing a Master of Ceremonies and a celebrity guest for the Walk. Example: Former New York Knick, Walt Frazier, has been the celebrity guest for the last several years. Dr. Marvell Scott, local ABC-TV sports reporter in New York City, has been the master of ceremonies for the last two Rockland County Walk’s.
Coordinate video recording, still photography and audio services for the Walk.

Contact local, state and national public officials for support and recognition of GCRF.

Create opportunities for interviews with public awareness journalists.

Identify corporate sponsors who can gain media value for their connection to GCRF and the GIST community.

The overall objective is to create more awareness of GIST and to expand the financial support network.

Outcome and Performance Standards

GCRF expects the vendor to increase the number of Walk participants by 20% in 2009; expand media coverage in markets throughout the USA; connection with at least one major corporate sponsor.

The GCRF Board will set performance standards based on mutually agreed targets with the vendor.

Deliverables:

GCRF will provide the vendor with all pertinent documentation regarding the organization:

· 501 ( c ) ( 3 ) certificate

· Operating budgets

· Tax returns

· Testimonials from medical researchers

· Proclamations from public officials

· Past video and still photography from various events

Term of Contract:

The contract period will be from May 1st, 2009 through December 31st, 2009.

Fees:

Price, as always, is an important consideration. Since we are a non profit organization, we will look favorably on contractors that are able to offer reduced pricing for their services. The overall marketing solution, reliability of services, and conformance to our specifications are also important factors in our selection of the vendor.

We look forward to your proposal.

The GCRF Board

