ETD 2009 Bid Prospectus:

Submitted by

University of Pittsburgh and West Virginia University

Rationale

The University of Pittsburgh (Pitt) and West Virginia University (WVU) are veteran partners in the ETD movement.  In 1998 WVU became the 2nd institution in the world to successfully require ETD submission.  By 2001 Pitt was ready to take the plunge as well.  WVU successfully co-sponsored the ETD 2006 U.S. Regional Conference, co-chaired by John Hagen of WVU.  Further, Mr. Hagen has served on the NDLTD Board of Directors since its inception and has been involved with its conference planning efforts since 1998.  Thus he will be well poised to take on the responsibility as Conference Chair and has received full support from the Libraries and Office of the Provost.  The School of Information Science at Pitt has a long standing history in scholarly publishing issues.  Pitt has conference facilities which can easily accommodate large international audiences.  Given both schools history of experience on the ETD frontier, it is only natural that Pitt and WVU jointly sponsor the 12th Annual Symposium on Electronic Theses and Dissertations.
Theme
ETDs, Institutional Repositories and Open Access –

Integrative E-Learning Processes in Higher Education
Sub-Themes

· ETDs and…
· Institutional Repositories

· Open Access

· Intellectual Property

· Preservation

· Information Literacy

· National Assessments of ETD and IR Collections:  Individual, Regional and National Consortia
· ETD Collections and Influences on the Growth of Institutional Repositories
· The Evolution of Institutional Repositories
· Institutional Repository Use and Management:  Case Studies
· Open Access, Institutional Repositories and the Changing the Face of Academia
· Open Access, Citation Analysis and the Research Cycle
· Institutional Repositories and University Communities:  Services for Undergraduate, Graduate, Faculty and Administrative Collections
· Collaborative Online Learning Initiatives with Institutional Repositories
· New Trends
Dates
November 3, 2008
First call for papers

January 26, 2009
Second call for papers 

February 2, 2009
Registration opens

February 16, 2009
Final deadline for submission of abstracts of papers and posters

March 2, 2009
Deadline for application for travel grants 

March 16, 2009
Notification of acceptance 

April, 13, 2009
Deadline for early registration 

May, 11, 2009
Deadline for final paper submission

June 10-13, 2009
Conference time
· Need to confirm that there are no conflicts with other major library, IT or graduate school conference venues.

· Ideally we’d like to plan the ETD Symposium to precede the American Library Association annual conference, usually held the 3rd week in June.
Venue

· Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, U.S.A.
· With origins dating back to 1754, Pittsburgh is one of the oldest cities in America.
· Pittsburgh is the second largest city in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Built on the land between the confluence of the Allegheny, Ohio and Monongahela rivers and the surrounding hills, Pittsburgh features a skyline of skyscrapers and 720 bridges.

· Once an industrial center, the collapse of the United States steel industry in the 1970s and 1980s has had a lasting impact on Pittsburgh's economy and identity: Pittsburgh's economy shifted to healthcare, education, technology, and financial services.  Robotics, in particular, is a major sector of the local economy; the Wall Street Journal dubbed the city "Roboburgh."

· Pittsburgh remains the chief city of the eastern Ohio River Valley. Because of its setting, economic opportunities, low cost of living, and growing educational, cultural and medical infrastructures, Pittsburgh has been ranked multiple times as one of the nation's most livable cities, and for 2007 had the spot of the number 1 livable city in America.
· Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, no longer the steel-town of history, is one of the most photographic cities in America. A city of bridges, mountains, stone buildings, glass castles, winding rivers, and expansive parks, Pittsburgh is a beautiful city.
· University of Pittsburgh
· Tradition. Innovation. Excellence.  Leader in Education.  Pioneer in Research.  Partner in Regional Development.
· The University of Pittsburgh ranks fourth among U.S. public institutions of higher education and 10th among all U.S. colleges and universities with endowments in excess of $1 billion when it comes to the percentage increase in the market value of its endowment for fiscal year 2006, according to figures in the just-issued 2006 Endowment Study of the National Association of College and University Business Officers.
· Founded in 1787 as a small, private school, the Pittsburgh Academy was located in a log cabin near Pittsburgh’s three rivers. In the 220 years since, the University has evolved into an internationally recognized center of learning and research.
· The driving force behind Pitt’s foundation was Hugh Henry Brackenridge, a person of remarkable foresight and vision. He had high hopes for Pittsburgh, noting, “This town must in future time be a place of great manufactory. Indeed the greatest on the continent, or perhaps in the world.”
· The university that began in a humble log cabin has evolved into an internationally recognized center of learning and research. Medical breakthroughs, amazing discoveries, and brilliant victories dapple its long history. For 215 years, Pitt has been making the world healthier, safer, and more tolerant, but there is always more work to be done…

· The Cathedral of Learning, a historic landmark, is the second-tallest education building in the world—42 stories and 535 feet tall. It is also the geographic and traditional heart of the campus. 

· Begun by Chancellor John Bowman in 1926 and dedicated in 1937, the building was realized with the help of contributions from men, women, and children throughout the region and the world. During the peak of the Depression, when funding for the project became especially challenging, school children were encouraged to contribute a dime to "buy a brick."

· Cathedral of Learning

· In addition to the magnificent three-story "Commons Room" at ground level, the Cathedral of Learning also contains classrooms (including the internationally renowned Nationality Classrooms), the University's administrative offices, libraries, a computer center, a restaurant, and offices and classrooms for many liberal arts departments.

· The University’s 12,000 employees, including 3,800 full-time faculty members, serve over 34,000 students through the programs of 15 undergraduate, graduate, and professional schools.

Conference Facilities-- Holiday Inn Select @University Center


  13 Meeting Rooms 



  7500.76 ft²/ 696.84 m² of Meeting Space 



  6 Sales & Meeting Professionals On Site 



  Largest Room Capacity: 500 Reception Style 

· Internet Access in all conference rooms and include:



  Cable Modem 



  DVD Player 



  Digital Projector 



  Flip Chart and Markers 



  Group and Event Packages 



  LCD Projector 



  Lectern 



  Microphone 



  Modem Lines 



  Overhead Projector 



  VCR 

Conference Organization:
· Pitt University Library System (ULS) will sponsor Opening Reception and Tour of the Cathedral of Learning Nationality Rooms
· University Library System will provide up front support for conference pre-expenses

· Conference support personnel provided by ULS Marketing and Communication
· Technical support personnel supplied by the ULS
· Distribution of responsibility for conference organization will be handled by ULS and WVU staff

Sponsors
· University of Pittsburgh

· West Virginia University
Potential Sponsors
· Coalition for Networked Information

· Council of Graduate Schools

· Association of College and Research Libraries

· American Library Association

· Association of Southeastern Research Libraries
· Ebsco

· Preservation Technologies, Pittsburgh
· ProQuest

· Innovative Interfaces

· Ex Libris

· PubMed Central

· Elsevier
· Adobe,
· IBM
· Sun Microsystems
· Microsoft
Local Organizing Committee


Conference Chairs:

· John Hagen, West Virginia University Libraries
· Rush Miller, Hillman University Librarian
Committee Members:
· Amy Knapp, University of Pittsburgh Libraries

· Daniel Ferreras, West Virginia University, Department of Foreign Languages

· Sandy Baldwin, West Virginia University, Department of English / Center for Literary Computing

· Sophie Bogdanski, West Virginia University Libraries
· More to members to follow
Program

Proposed keynote speakers include prominent individuals in the field:
· Clifford Lynch, Coalition for Networked Information

· Stevan Harnad, Scientist and Advocate for Open Access

· Peter Suber, Open Access Evangelist

· Gerald Lang, Provost, West Virginia University
· Daniel Ferreras, Professor, West Virginia University, Department of Foreign Languages
· Rush Miller, University Library System Director, University of Pittsburgh
· Cliff Landis, Reference Librarian and Online Reference Guru, Valdosta State University
Papers
· Papers accepted for the conference will be published as part of the annual ETD proceedings.  West Virginia University will host the collection in the Electronic Scholarly Resources Archive.

Posters
· Opportunities for poster sessions will be available in the Hillman Library at Pitt.
Accommodations
· Type

· 3 Hotel options with conference rates (1 deluxe, 2 intermediate), possibility of some dormitory housing for students and international guests (low cost)

· Costs range from $119-$189 per night
· Holiday Inn Select @ University Center

· Wyndham Garden Hotel—University Place

· Courtyard Pittsburgh Shadyside

· An additional 46 Hotels available in downtown Pittsburgh

· Access to conference venue:

· Hotel Shuttle Service
· Three hotels are located either on campus or within 15 minutes walking distance from the University of Pittsburgh

Travel Information

· Pittsburgh is centrally located between the Midwestern and Eastern regions of the United States.

· Pittsburgh International Airport is conveniently located within 20 miles of the University of Pittsburgh campus and the conference hotels.  Local travel options include hotel shuttle service, bus, taxi and car rental.

Grants

· Travel grants will be made available.  Potential funding sources include The Soros and Gates Foundations.
Social Activities

· Opening Reception at the University’s Cathedral of Learning with tours of the Nationality Rooms
· Conference Reception Dinner possibilities on the Pitt campus:
· Carnegie Museum of Natural History

· Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens (capacity 600 guests)

· Frick Fine Arts cloister and Courtyard Garden 
· Three River Boat Cruise and Dinner
· Pittsburgh City Tour
Restaurants

Local Attractions
· Pittsburgh!  The city is our campus.  Pittsburgh’s industrial past has given way to an enterprising and vibrant present. Affordable living, distinctive neighborhoods, growing industries, and an abundance of leisure activities create a quality of life in Pittsburgh that is virtually unmatched.
· Cultural life in Pittsburgh means seeing a Broadway show in a restored 1920s theatre, watching a classic movie under the stars, and hearing a world-renowned symphony orchestra. It's a place where ethnic theatre meets groundbreaking art, classic architecture mingles with modern dance, and diverse musical performances create the city's own anthem. Pittsburgh's great restaurants and bustling nightlife-from films and dance clubs to karaoke and comedy-are enough to keep anyone suitably entertained.
· Downtown's Cultural District is a performance Mecca for both local and national talent. Ballets, musicals, Broadway shows, and contemporary plays pack downtown seats, but that's not the only place to see a live production. The South Side's City Theatre is often called the best place to see live theatre, and the University of Pittsburgh Repertory Theatre boasts three unique performance spaces. Alumni Hall Auditorium is home to the afro-centric productions of the Kuntu Repertory Theatre. Smaller regional venues, murder-mystery dinner theaters, and audience interactive performances add to the cultural mix.
· Catch some jazz in a city that helped make it famous. The genre's greatest come to Pittsburgh to perform at the Manchester Craftsmen's Guild, or Dowe's on Ninth, and jazz is featured prominently at smaller bars and lounges. Hear a concert at indoor and outdoor venues, or simply pick from the local music that spills out of smaller, more intimate performance spaces. Rediscover the classics with the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra or Pittsburgh Opera. Free music fills the city every summer at the Three Rivers Arts Festival, lunchtime concerts in Market Square, and Sunday picnics in Mellon Park. Annual festivals celebrate Pittsburgh's diverse ethnic communities, featuring blues, reggae, Irish folk, and German polkas.
· Whether your budget is big or small, you won't go hungry in Pittsburgh . Taste the world without leaving the city at an ethnic eatery, many of which are located in the heart of Pitt's campus and serve late into the night. Splurge on a four-star meal atop Mount Washington, where the view is just as delicious as the dishes. Grab some pizza and wings almost anywhere, or eat breakfast anytime at an all-night diner. Truly taste Pittsburgh by ordering wedding soup, pierogi, or a Primanti Brothers sandwich. Try Italian in Bloomfield, or eat chic at a Shadyside caf . Go kosher in Squirrel Hill or Creole on the North Shore, but no gastronomic experience compares to eating your way through the markets, bakeries, and ethnic groceries of the Strip District.
· Pittsburgh still shines after the sun goes down, and it's easy to create the perfect night on the town. Dance the night away at any number of clubs, or simply stroll the Strip District, the South Side, or Shadyside to see what nightspot catches your eye. Play pool and throw darts with your friends, or make new acquaintances at an art opening or independent film screening.  Test your vocal cords on karaoke night or at a dueling piano bar. Watch the city go by on a dinner cruise or catch a concert. Stop to gawk at the regular fireworks displays downtown-yet another part of Pittsburgh's explosive nightlife.
· Pittsburgh's unique topography of mountains, rivers, and valleys makes it an outdoor lovers paradise, and recreational opportunities are available year-round. Unlike its smoky past, Pittsburgh's dedication to environmental renewal can be seen in parks, green buildings, and sustainable development-all of which contribute to its abundance of amenities. Stadiums and sporting venues are a spectator's dream, while marathons, charity walks, and bike races give everyone the chance to be a champion. More fun can be found at amusement and water parks like Kennywood and Sandcastle, both just minutes from downtown.
· With four professional sports teams-NFL football, major league baseball, NHL hockey, and international soccer-live games are a frequent occurrence. The Steelers and Pirates each have beautiful stadiums on Pittsburgh's North Shore, and both feature breathtaking views of the city's skyline. Mario Lemieux's Penguins play at the historic Mellon Arena, and the Pittsburgh Riverhounds score their goals in nearby Bethel Park. Pitt's own Panthers play football at Heinz Field, while the basketball teams play at the state-of-the-art Petersen Events Center.
· Pittsburgh is situated at the confluence of three rivers, and the city optimizes its 36 miles of waterfront. Water skiers, boaters, freshwater snorkelers, rafters, and fishing enthusiasts all share the water, which is often dappled with the paddleboats of the Gateway Clipper Fleet. Every fall Pittsburgh hosts the Head of the Ohio, the second largest crew race in the nation, and summer brings the Three Rivers Regatta, dragon boat races, and pleasure cruising. Runners, hikers, and bikers can also take advantage of the multipurpose trails that span the riverfront.
· City, county, and state parks cover 26,000 acres of the Pittsburgh region, so there's a park to fit almost any outdoor pursuit. Besides trails for hiking, biking, rollerblading, and riding, many parks have facilities for cross-country skiing, tennis, ice skating, sled riding, swimming, volleyball, and picnics. Golfers can tee off at one of 146 courses, and the Oakmont County Club is home to the annual Mario Lemieux Celebrity Golf Invitational and will host its eighth U.S. Open in 2007.
· Transportation in Pittsburgh celebrates the city's natural resources. Tourists and daily commuters have realistic and diverse options, and the latter are often surprised to find that commute times here are lower than in similar-sized cities. Construction of new highways is under way, but bridges and tunnels are still gateways into the city. The Port of Pittsburgh is the busiest inland port in the nation, and there are more pleasure boat owners per capita than anywhere in the country. Inclines are a great way to see the city during a mountain descent, while light-rail cars offer additional transport and are free within the downtown area. Pitt students, faculty, and staff get the added bonus of fare-free service on Port Authority busses, trolleys, and inclines. The Pittsburgh International Airport is just 15 miles from the city and was rated the top airport in the nation and third in the world by Conde Nast Traveler.
· Pittsburgh has no clothing tax, so the price you see is the price you pay. From huge department stores to small mom-and-pop operations, the city has what you're looking for. The presence of national chains has grown in recent years, but is tempered by the independent thrift stores and galleries of the South Side, Lawrenceville's antique shops, and upscale Shadyside boutiques. Saks Fifth Avenue, Lord & Taylor, Kaufmann's, and Lazarus are some of the many stores you'll find downtown. From there, a few miles in any direction will get you to great malls and shopping districts.
· There is always something new to learn or see in Pittsburgh. The Carnegie Museums of Art and Natural History are just steps from Pitt's campus, as is Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens. Across the river, you'll find the interactive exhibits of the Carnegie Science Center and UPMC SportsWorks, the pop art explosion of The Andy Warhol Museum, and the installation art of the Mattress Factory. Artisan shops and galleries dot the cityscape. Animal lovers can delight in the National Aviary or Pittsburgh Zoo and PPG Aquarium, while history buffs can visit Pittsburgh's past at the Senator John Heinz Pittsburgh Regional History Museum or at French and Indian War battlefields. In the highlands you can find excellent ski resorts and “Fallingwater”, famous home of architect Frank Lloyd Wright.  Restored, period mansions are open to the public, preserving the affluence of the city's industrial heyday.
· Pittsburgh's unique topography of mountains, rivers, and valleys make it an outdoor lovers’ paradise, and recreational opportunities are available year-round. Unlike its smoky past, Pittsburgh's dedication to environmental renewal can be seen in parks, green buildings, and sustainable development - all of which contribute to its abundance of amenities. Stadiums and sporting venues are a spectator's dream, and the city takes its sports teams very seriously. Regardless of your activity or interest level, there's something for everyone in Pittsburgh.
Contact Information


John H. Hagen

ETD 2009 Conference Chair
West Virginia University Libraries


1549 University Avenue / P.O. Box 6069

Morgantown, WV  26506-6069

Phone:  (304) 293-4040, ext. 4025

Fax:  (304) 293-4881

Email:  John.Hagen@mail.wvu.edu 
