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1.0 Introduction
The City of Wheeling Economic & Community Development Department (CITY) has issued a request for cost proposals for the Wheeling Brownfields Program.  The program exists to provide for economic redevelopment of potentially contaminated properties.  

The CITY is seeking written proposals from qualified environmental consultants for the provision of clean-up cost estimates and remediation alternatives for an identified brownfields site that has received funding through the FOCUS WV Brownfields Mini Grant Program.  The site, known as the former Penn Wheeling Closure property, is located in Wheeling, Ohio County, West Virginia.  The former Penn Wheeling Closure property is situated on approximately 2 acres at the southwest corner of 19th and Jacob Streets, along Wheeling Creek (to its south) and West Virginia Route 2 (to its north and west).
The City of Wheeling is cooperating with the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection’s (WVDEP’s) Voluntary Remediation Program (VRP).  Therefore, the proposing firm must be familiar with the VRP’s regulations, and will preferably be a WV Licensed Remediation Specialist (LRS).    
2.0 Scope of Work
The firm shall assist in determining the most cost effective method of clean-up as it relates to a commercial or industrial redevelopment of the site.  The specific objectives of this RFP are to:
Task 1:   Review existing site assessment data to determine the level of clean-up necessary under the WV DEP’s VRP to redevelop the site. 

Task 2:   Prepare an analysis of brownfields cleanup alternatives which will include information about the site and contamination issues, clean-up standards, applicable laws, alternatives considered, and the proposed cleanup.
Task 3:   Provide priorities for remediation activities based on site conditions, reuse plans and eligibility of the clean-up activities under the EPA Brownfields Clean-up grant program.
Task 4:   Identify costs associated with the remedial options for site clean-up including but not limited to eliminating surface vegetation and debris, leveling terrain, removing soil and capping surface.

Task 5:   Provide an executable clean-up plan as determined by the requirements of the WV DEP’s VRP in a written report and an oral presentation.
3.0 Background
The 2.0 acre “Penn Wheeling Closure” property contains a 156,000 square foot structure, which is a series of nine buildings that were built in phases and connected around a courtyard.  The site is located at the southwest corner of 19th and Jacob Streets, Wheeling, Ohio County, West Virginia.  Wheeling Creek is to its south, and to its north and west is Route 2.  The property is zoned industrial, and is currently only partially used for storage by Americo, Inc., its owner since 1997. 
Historically, the site was a manufacturing plant that made metal lids for glass jars from 1902 to 1997.  This was operated under several companies’ names, but most recently by Penn Wheeling Closure Corporation.  Prior to that, the eastern half was used as a metal hinge manufacturer from the 1860s through 1901.  The northwest portion was used as a city gas works and an electric light plant from the late 1800s through 1920.  The southwest area was a chemical works in the late 1800s, and employee housing from the 1800s through the early part of the 20th century.
A recipient of a US EPA Brownfields Assessment Demonstration Pilot, the City of Wheeling has funded Phase I and Phase II Environmental Site Assessments, including soil and groundwater assessments, as well as asbestos and lead-based paint assessments, at the Penn Wheeling Closure site.  A Phase II report describes in detail the contamination that is at the site.   The City has additional funding through the Focus WV Brownfields Mini Grant Program to procure remediation options that would be acceptable under the WV VRP, as well as the associated cost estimates, in an effort to lead this site toward renewed industrial activity.  Therefore, the proposing firm will preferably be a Licensed Remediation Specialist.    
4.0 Submission Information and Instruction
4.1
The complete proposal must be submitted in a sealed package marked “Penn Wheeling Closure Brownfields Clean-up” and received by Friday, May 1, 2009 at the Department of Economic & Community Development, City-County Building, Room 305, 1500 Chapline Street, Wheeling, West Virginia, 26003, attention Melissa Thompson, by no later than 4:00 PM. It shall not be sufficient to show that the proposal was mailed in time to be received before the scheduled closing time.

4.2
Proposals must contain the information described in Section 5 below.
4.3 Proposers must submit one original and three duplicate hardcopies of the proposal.
5.0 Information to be included in the proposal
5.1
Name of company, including phone number, fax number, and mailing and electronic addresses and lead representative and LRS that would be assigned to this project.
5.2
A brief summary of the qualifications of the company, lead representative, and LRS to review environmental documents and analyze sampling data.  Included should be their experience with the WVDEP VRP, familiarity with brownfields programs, and approach to cost estimation.
5.3
A timeline for review of existing documents, compilation of clean-up cost, development of alternative remedial options and compilation of recommendations report and oral presentation.  Include availability to start.
5.4 
Three references, including names and phone numbers for similar, ideally 
recent, projects.
5.5 
An hourly rate schedule and anticipated time commitment for all key staff 
that will be involved in the proposed project.  
6.0 The CITY makes the following representations concerning this RFP:
6.1
Proposers will be notified in writing of any change in the specifications contained in this RFP. 
6.2
The CITY hereby notifies proposers that it will ensure minority business enterprises are afforded full opportunity to submit qualifications in response to this invitation and are not discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, sex or national origin in consideration for services.
6.3
This procurement action is for professional services and therefore, the “lowest responsive bid” is not necessarily applicable.  However, responses must include an estimate of the anticipated time and hourly rates for the proposer’s staff anticipated to be involved in the proposed project.  
6.4
The CITY will evaluate each written proposal, and determine which proposers will receive interviews.  Then, based on the content of the written proposals and interviews, the CITY will select the proposal that is most advantageous to the CITY, price and other factors considered.  

6.5
The selected proposer must be or become a licensed contractor/business in the City of Wheeling.

6.6
The selected proposer must provide adequate insurance coverage to protect from claims which may arise from operation under this contract.

7.0
The CITY makes the following reservations concerning this RFP:

7.1
No verbal or written information which is obtained other than through this RFP or its addenda shall be binding on the CITY.

7.2
The CITY is not obligated to enter into a contract on the basis of any proposal submitted in response to this document.
7.3
The CITY may request clarification and additional information from any proposer.
7.4
The CITY will not reimburse proposers for any costs associated with the preparation and submittal of any proposal, or for any travel and/or per diem costs that are incurred.

7.5
The CITY reserves the right to negotiate with the selected proposer the exact terms and conditions of the contract.
7.6
All proposals, responses, inquiries, or correspondence relating to or in reference to this RFP, and all reports, charts, and other documentation submitted by proposers shall become the property of the CITY when received.
7.7
The CITY reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, to award in whole or in part and to waive minor immaterial defects in proposals.
8.0
Existing site assessment data

8.1
Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Report (ASTM E-1527-97) – 
August 2000
8.2 Phase II Environmental Site Assessment Report – August 2006 
9.0 Questions


All inquires regarding this RFP can be addressed to Nancy Prager, 
Economic & Community Development Director, or Melissa A. 
Thompson, Community Development Specialist, at (304) 234-3701.
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