RFI-11-E
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

This is a Request for Information (RFI) issued by the Indiana Department of Administration (IDOA) in conjunction with the Indiana Department of Education (IDOE). This RFI requests responses for Digital Content and Curriculum. There will not be a contract resulting directly from this RFI; however, respondents to this RFI will be placed on the list of potential respondents and will receive an announcement of any Request for Proposal (RFP) that may arise from this RFI. 

INTRODUCTION
The Indiana Department of Education (IDOE) is interested in learning about existing products and services in the digital content and curriculum marketplace as well as those that are on or over the horizon and thus is issuing this Request for Information (RFI) in an effort to support Indiana schools in the print-to-digital transformation. The Indiana Department of Education and the State Board of Education have provided Indiana schools with extensive flexibility in the area of instructional materials and textbook adoption and have gone so far as to expand the definition of textbooks to include computing devices.  This flexibility has created opportunities for innovation but has also propelled schools into uncharted waters.
School leaders in Indiana are asking questions such as the following.

· How can we leverage existing technology investments to participate in a more fully digitally delivered education?

· How can we increase the quality and relevance of instructional materials in cost effective and sustainable ways?

· How can content from various providers be fashioned into a coherent collection of digital content and curriculum for students?

· What changes in technical infrastructure and staff capacity must be made to realize the advantages of online instructional materials?

· What should our device strategy be so that we can take advantage of student owned devices, rapidly evolving mobile technology, and still be in a position to fully participate in online assessments?

With the predictability of textbook adoption cycles on the wane, the explosion of digital content from traditional as well as non-traditional providers, the dramatic changes in technology (tablets, smart phones etc.), and the rise of online assessment and the Common Core State Standards, the Indiana Department anticipates that over the next few years the school curriculum will transition to primarily online delivery.  It is the Department’s aim to support schools in this transition and to encourage the kinds of classroom innovation that such a transition makes possible. The Indiana Department of Education is undertaking this effort to ensure that Indiana students have access to high quality, cost-effective instructional materials and to help pave the way to a more technologically advanced education ecosystem.
OBJECTIVE

The Indiana Department of Education (IDOE)  is seeking feedback on the information in this RFI. IDOE will consider the information received in response to this RFI in the construction of any RFP that may arise from this RFI.

SPECIFIC NEEDS
The RFP process will be open to all respondents regardless of their decision to participate in this RFI. IDOE seeks creative, high-level responses to the RFI components. IDOE is especially interested in receiving the following information from each respondent’s RFI submission:

· Respondent’s qualifications and related experience necessary to provide existing products and services in the digital content and curriculum marketplace as well as those that are on or over the horizon.
· Qualifications and related experience necessary to provide cost-effective instructional materials and to help pave the way to a more technologically advanced education ecosystem.
· Agreement to meet contractual requirements for any potential RFP

· Demonstration of corporate/financial stability and industry presence

· Comparable project references of similar scope and size 

· Cover letter and entity overview.  This document should introduce the entity’s response to the RFI and include information from Section I of the RFI. Please name the file “entityname.overview.doc.” (ATTACHMENT A)
· Product(s) survey (Section II). Submit one or more product surveys for existing, market ready products and services. Please name the file “entityname.productname.questionnaire.doc.”  (Complete a separate questionnaire for each distinct product class or service offered in the area of digital content and curriculum.) (ATTACHMENT B)
· Any additional supporting materials. (please be as concise as possible)
RESPONSES

The IDOE seeks to cast a wide net with this request for information and is interested in all types of materials in digital formats intended for K-12 student learning. Additionally, the IDOE is interested in emerging platforms for digital content and will accept a wide range of responses to this RFI.  If there is a product or service that connects to the digital K-12 curriculum, the IDOE wants to know about and understand it more fully.

Firms interested in providing information to the Indiana Department of Education should submit an original electronic official copy by email only to rfp@idoa.in.gov. 
Responses must be received no later than 3:00 p.m. Eastern Time on March 31, 2011. 
Any questions regarding this RFI must be submitted by email to no later than 3:00 p.m. Eastern Time on MARCH 21, 2011.  Responses to all questions will be promptly prepared through a cooperative effort of IDOA and IDOE. A copy of each question and answer will be posted to the State of Indiana website http://www.in.gov/idoa/2788.htm.
Inquiries are not to be directed to any staff member of the Indiana Department of Education.
Responses will be considered public information once a Request for Proposal (RFP) is complete. If an RFP is not undertaken, the responses are considered public once the decision is made.
Please note that Frank Poole, Assistant Account Manager, IOT, is the State’s single point of contact for this RFI.

Please note that the usual and customary procedures for selecting a vendor (issuance of an RFP) may follow this RFI. The process will be open to all providers irrespective of their participation or non-involvement in this information-gathering process.

