
State of North Dakota

North Dakota Department of Human Services

Developmental Disabilities Division

1237 W. Divide Ave, Suite 1A

Bismarck, ND 58501-1208

Notice of Intent

To Make a Noncompetitive Purchase

Solicitation Number 325-11-20-004

The State of North Dakota intends to purchase a service for which they believe there is no competition for providing the service identified in the purchase description for the price. The purpose of this notice is to attempt to identify possible alternatives.  Any entity who does not agree that this service is available from only the intended source for the price must contact the procurement officer by the response deadline.  The response must be in writing and describe the service being offered as an equivalent for the price indicated or lower.  If you have any questions, please contact the procurement officer before the response deadline.

Requester: State of North Dakota acting through its North Dakota Department of Human Services, Disability Services Division (State)

Purchase Description: Provide the following developmental disabilities services:

1) Training Coordination for early intervention conferences/meetings.  Training coordination shall include: determining content, determining date, determining location, identifying presenters, negotiating presenter fees, paying presenters, coordinating equipment needs; contracting with presenters; developing timelines with presenters for submission of handouts, developing brochure and registration material, providing all registration activities, providing conference desk management; organizing meals and snacks;  coordinating collection of participant travel reimbursement, submitting participate travel reimbursements to State for payment; developing and distributing certificate of attendance; Providing coordination as liaison between presenters and State Part C staff. 

2) Technical assistance and support to new Infant Development programs to support the implementation of best practices within the delivery of Early Intervention services to families and their children. 

3) Module Development for Infant Development, Experienced Parents, Right Track, Tribal Early Childhood and Developmental Disabilities Program Management staff including: drafting an outline for early intervention orientation modules to be approved by State; prioritizing modules, after approval by State; developing prioritized modules, organizing and contracting with professionals to complete content for specific modules including a power point, written narrative, document links, and video clips; hiring  reviewers to complete a formal feedback process to create agreement on content from the field that shall involve a minimum of two professionals from state higher education, developmental disabilities program management, infant development, experienced parent, experts in the field such as Mountain Plains Regional Resource Center, National Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center, and Technical Assistance staff to review the content and make recommendations for accuracy, additional material, and editing; and obtaining  instructional design recommendations from a national expert. 

4) Implementation of developed Early Intervention Competency Standards statewide with a focus on inter-rater reliability, individual follow up support to Infant Development Coordinators and Regional Developmental Disability Program Administrators regarding use of the performance tool, and development of instruction manual. 

5) Development and delivery of Infant Toddler social emotional mental health training that focuses on typical social emotional development for infants and toddlers, social emotional development within the contexts of relationships, responsive routine environments and  strategies to support social emotional development, and individualized intervention for infants and toddlers (determining the meaning of behavior and developing appropriate supports). Training will utilize adult learning principles and support implementation. 

6) Performance support for early intervention staff who are supporting infants and toddlers and their families in utilizing assistive technology to access their environment and participate in natural learning opportunities.  Support will address use of assistive Technology to support Literacy, Vision/Hearing, Accessing the Environment, Communication/Visual Schedules, and jhands on experience with low cost High-Tech Devices.  

7) Consulting services including testing new early intervention features before they are added to North Dakota Therap web base, replicating reported problems as assigned, and outlining needed procedure manual changes based on changes in North Dakota Therap. 

8) Support for Individual Family Service Plans teams of infants and toddlers receiving services through the Autism Spectrum Disorders Waiver for children birth through 4 years of age regarding evidence based interventions.

Services shall be provided for a period January 20, 2010, through September 30, 2011, with the option to extend the contract resulting from this Notice of Intent to Make a Noncompetitive Procurement period for an additional period of time, not to exceed twelve months, beyond the normal expiration date, upon mutual written agreement by both parties.

Intended Source: 
Milestone Technical Assistance and Consulting, LLC




914 Boyd Drive




Grand Forks, ND  58203-2123

Price: $832,000 

Justification for noncompetitive procurement: Milestone Technical Assistance and Consulting, LLC can perform all of the activities listed above in the identified time period and has experience that is instrumental in completing the purchase description.  Milestone Technical Assistance Consulting, LLC has access to a variety of early intervention professionals with pediatric experience delivering family centered support in the natural environment, professionals include at a minimum: Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Speech Language Pathology, and Early Childhood Special Education.  

Milestone Technical Assistance and Consulting, LLC has the following applicable experience:

1) Working in early intervention programs conducting multidisciplinary evaluations, developing Individual Family Service Plans, consulting with the primary early intervention professionals working with the family, coaching families, and providing Program Management/Service Coordination responsibilities; 

2) Coordinating and conducting developmental screenings; experience working with Tribal Early Childhood Programs; knowledge of IDEA Part C statutes and regulations; knowledge of latest research regarding early intervention delivery methods and imbedding evidence based strategies into natural learning opportunities; expertise in the areas of Infant Toddler Mental Health and Social Emotional Development, Early Literacy, Assistive Technology, and support for infants and toddlers with Autism Spectrum Disorders and their families;

3) Developing training modules based on adult learning principles and distance based technology; 

4) Using Articulate software; 

5) Using the North Dakota Therap Database and Case Review Tool;

6) Monitoring early intervention programs; and 

7) Providing consistent statewide technical assistance and training.

Date Posted:
January 5, 2011

Response Deadline: January 19, 2011

Procurement Officer: 
Debra Balsdon

Developmental Disabilities Division, Department of human Services

1237 W. Divide Ave, Suite 1A

Bismarck, ND 58501-1208

Telephone: (701) 328-8936

e-mail: dbalsdon@nd.gov
Fax: (701) 328-8969
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