E-RATE YEAR 11 (2008-09) RFP

Internet Access 

for 

Burnt Ranch Elementary School District

August 15, 2007

Burnt Ranch Elementary School District is seeking proposals for the upcoming Year 11 round of E-Rate. The District is soliciting proposals from carriers providing reliable internet access to rural areas.

Service Provider Criteria and Contract Requirements
The successful bidder(s) will be responsible for participating in the Federal E-Rate program.

In addition, the District may use this bid to issue purchase orders and pay for items on a purchase order that are not eligible for E-RATE discounts.  The District will pay the vendor using District funds for these purchases. 

Prices must be held firm for the duration of the E-Rate Year 11 fiscal year ending September 30, 2009 or until all work associated with the project(s) are complete (including any SLD approved extensions) 

These services depend on partial funding from the E-rate program. 


Applicant expects each Service Provider to make themselves thoroughly familiar with any rules or regulations regarding the E-rate program. 

All contracts entered into as a result of this RFP will be contingent upon the specific funding of the FRN at the percentage rate submitted for.


The maximum percentage the Applicant will be liable for is the pre-discount amount minus the funded amount as shown on the form 471 Block 5.  The Service Provider will be responsible for invoicing the Schools and Libraries Division for the funded amount. 


NO billing or work can take place before July 1, 2008. 


In the event of questions during the E-Rate audit process, the successful vendor is expected to reply within 3 days to questions associated with their proposal.


The Carrier is responsible for providing a valid SPIN (Service Provider Identification Number) at the time the bid is submitted


The Carrier is responsible for providing an FCC Registration Number (FRN).  Any potential bidder found to be in Red-Light Status will be disqualified from participation in the bidding process and will be considered non-responsive. 


All work is subject to the 100% approval of the project or purchase by the FCC under the E-rate discount program of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. 


No change orders will be allowed for the work resulting from this posting.  


The Service Provider will be required to send copies of all forms and invoices submitted to SLD prior to invoicing the SLD to the District for our records. 

All Service Providers will be responsible for procuring the discounted amount from the SLD.  Applicant will not provide the form 472 (BEAR form reimbursement process).

The Applicant reserves the right to deny any or all proposals associated with this RFP, even with SLD funding approval. The district reserves the right to accept the pricing proposal solely dependent upon SLD approval. 

Prospective Service Providers will be required to submit three references, with the proposal describing experience with comparable projects in the K-12 customer market, their SPIN number and their FCC Registration Number (FRN).  Failure to supply these documents may be considered grounds for disqualification.

In addition, the district reserves the right to fund, (proceed with project or purchase) or not to fund regardless of E-rate approval.

The District requires certification by the awarded Carrier, prior to project commencement, concerning criminal records check in accordance with California law. 

PROPOSALS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 1, 2007

Proposals must be submitted in writing to: 

Burnt Ranch Elementary School District

Attn.: Gordon Heft

Computer Specialist

251 Burnt Ranch School Road

P.O. Box 39

Burnt Ranch CA  95527

Late proposals will not be accepted. 

All requests for information (RFI) should be made in writing via e-mail to Gordon Heft at heftg@tcoek12.org.  Be aware that all parties will be copied on the questions and responses.

Proposal Evaluation

It is anticipated that a contract will be made with the provider whose proposal is determined to be in the overall best interest of the District. The main evaluation considerations are price, understanding of needs, prior education experience, and personnel qualifications. 

SCOPE OF WORK 

The District is seeking a reliable solution for internet access that shall include the system design/engineering, any construction that may be necessary to establish service and maintenance of the connectivity.

To mitigate the risk of downtime, carrier shall provide a Service Level Agreement with Proposal. The Agreement should delineate the emergency call out plan of action. Furthermore, the proposal shall be all-inclusive such that the School District shall NOT incur any additional expenses required for downtime repair.

The installation interval for completion of connecting all District Sites shall be estimated from the receipt of a signed contract and shall be coordinated with the Burnt Ranch Elementary School District.

The proposal provided to the District under this section must include all labor, materials, equipment and accessories required to furnish, configure, install, and integrate a complete internet connection.  

Organization Capabilities and Staff Qualifications

The proposal shall provide a brief company history, capabilities, past involvement with K12 Educational environment and a link to Financial Statement to verify information. The staffing and resume portion of this proposal shall provide information about the staff proposed to complete the major tasks that would be a part of this service.

References

The proposal shall provide three (3) California K12 Educational References and an abbreviated list of other references with operational Internet Service.
Cost Option Summary
District is looking for a broadband solution that will allow internet connectivity at speeds of a minimum of 1.5MBx512KBps.  Please specify the speeds for upstream as well as downstream and whether the speeds are full duplex or half duplex. 

Site surveys required will be at the sole discretion and responsibility of the service provider.

In addition to monthly line pricing the district wishes to have separate line item pricing for installation.  The site cost must include all requirements of this request for proposal, including but not limited to, maintenance, all components, necessary tools, equipment, software, licenses, materials, parts, labor, installation, time, freight, sales tax and travel. 

All other associated costs, including, but not limited to, technical assistance, engineering, network troubleshooting for these sites, administration, support, project management, loaner equipment, in-service and training, shall be provided to the District at no additional cost. 

Please use the pricing schedule below using a five (5) year term contract with a monthly service fee and installation. 

Use the following District Web site for school locations and address information:

http://www.burntranchschool.org
Proposed Mbps:
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	Monthly Cost
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	Burnt Ranch Elementary (District Office)
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