Request for Qualifications
Intent 

Heritage Ohio is seeking qualifications from Ohio firms to develop an image and branding package for Wellington, Ohio. 
About Heritage Ohio

Heritage Ohio is a statewide not-for-profit organization based in Columbus, Ohio. As an organization charged with furthering the causes of preservation and revitalization in the State of Ohio, Heritage Ohio coordinates the Ohio Main Street Program. The Main Street Program is a national model for revitalizing traditional commercial districts through preservation based economic development. Currently there are 34 Main Street Programs in the state of Ohio. 

Our Mission:

Heritage Ohio’s mission is to help people to save the places that matter; build community; live better.

· Heritage Ohio accomplishes its this by:

· Coordinating the Ohio Main Street Program

· Advocating for initiatives such as the Ohio Historic Preservation Tax Credit program

· Advocating for sustainable, community-enhancing policies

· Offering trainings & workshops to assist Ohioans to fully utilize the Preservation & Revitalization toolbox.
About the Main Street Program 
Heritage Ohio is the Statewide Main Street Coordinating Program in Ohio, as designated by the National Main Street Center.

Statewide Main Street coordinating programs assist cities and towns within the state with downtown and neighborhood business district revitalization by:

· creating economic development tools and resources;
· providing training on revitalization and organizational issues throughout the course of the year; 
· competitively selecting local Main Street districts and programs to participate in the state program;
· gathering reinvestment data to demonstrate the effectiveness of the program; 
· providing technical assistance to participating local Main Street programs;

· providing networking, advocacy, and encouragement to participating local Main Street programs;

· serving as a liaison with the National Trust Main Street Center; and

· certifying local programs that annually meet the standards of National Main Street Accreditation.

About Main Street Wellington

Main Street Wellington, Inc. is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit corporation, which was organized July 31, 1998. The organization's mission is to revitalize Wellington's central business district while preserving its historic character by implementing the National Main Street's four point approach.

Main Street Wellington is controlled by a Board of Directors consisting of nine positions elected by members on rotating three year terms. Additionally, one representative is appointed by village council and one by the Chamber of Commerce. 

Currently, Main Street Wellington has 75 members. Of these members, 29 are downtown business owners, 18 are associate businesses, 20 are individuals, four are non-profit members, and four are sponsoring members. 

Background:
Heritage Ohio works to bring additional resources and opportunities to the Ohio Main Street Communities including grant money and grant funded projects. In 2007, the Ohio state legislature appropriated $500,000 for two years to support the Main Street Program in Ohio. Heritage Ohio has funded various grant projects to the 34 Main Street Communities and is currently working with Wellington, Ohio to fund a branding package. If the program is deemed successful, Heritage Ohio will seek additional funding to complete additional branding packages for other Ohio Main Street communities. 
Selection Criteria
Heritage Ohio will select a firm for the branding of Wellington, Ohio based on the following general criteria.
1. It is expected that this procurement will take the form of a firm-led strategic effort to brand and position Wellington, Ohio locally and regionally. 
2. The strength of the specific firm proposed to be assigned to the project, including availability, applicable experience, and ability to work effectively with Main Street Wellington and other community organizations, and commitment to work on the job until completion.

3. The soundness and completeness of the firm’s approach to implementing the project as determined by the information submitted to the Heritage Ohio as required by this RFQ and the subsequent follow-up interview conducted by Heritage Ohio, if invited.

4. The competitiveness of the firm’s fee structure, project schedule, contingency requirements, out of pocket expenses, etc.

5. Willingness of the firm to accept the form of contract to be provided by Heritage Ohio.

6. The relevant experience of the firm, references, and accomplishments.

7. Record of experience and accomplishment(s) “branding” cities and towns. 

8. Other criteria in the sole and absolute discretion of the Heritage Ohio.
Other Information

1. Issuing Office: This Request for Qualifications (RFQ) is issued by Heritage Ohio
2. Questions: All questions may be directed to: Jeff Siegler, jsiegler@heritageohio.org, 614.258.6200
3. Response Date: Three (3) copies of qualifications must be submitted in an envelope marked “Branding and Marketing Qualifications” to the Heritage Ohio office, 846 ½ E. Main Street, Columbus, Ohio 43203 by January 28th 2011. In addition, please email jsiegler@heritageohio.org an electronic version of the proposal.

4. Right of Refusal: Heritage Ohio reserves the right to reject any and all proposals, or any parts thereof, or to waive any informality or defect in any bid if it is in the best interest of Heritage Ohio.
5. Liability of Costs: Respondents are responsible for their own expense in preparing, delivering or presenting a proposal, and for subsequent negotiations with Heritage Ohio, if any.
Please submit proposals by end of business, 1/28/2011
