REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

FOR

WEBSITE RE-DESIGN

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PLANT BIOLOGISTS
June 22, 2009

INTRODUCTION AND SCOPE OF PROJECT
The American Society of Plant Biologists (ASPB) was founded in 1924 to promote the growth and development of plant biology, to encourage and publish research in plant biology and to promote the interests and growth of plant scientists in general.  ASPB has over 5,000 members on six continents and publishes the highly cited and respected journals Plant Physiology and The Plant Cell.  The society supports a significant student membership and plays a key role in uniting the international plant science disciplines.  

ASPB is seeking the services of an experienced website design firm to re-design the society’s site.  The project will involve utilizing current content as well as the development of new information and features as suggested by ASPB’s web overhaul committee and staff. Programming and implementation will be managed in-house, although design firms with experience in programming dynamic, modular sites are invited to outline their capabilities in these areas in an addendum to their design proposal.
ASPB’s existing site is www.aspb.org and contains general information regarding ASPB, separate pages for ASPB’s key committees, events, and functions that serve a variety of constituents.  ASPB is looking to create a site that allows for ease of use from the view point of its many communities, and it must be ADA compliant.  ASPB is interested in an innovative design that aids both website visitors who know what information they need as well as those who might need assistance in finding what they are looking for, . 
The successful firm will have substantial experience in website design, particularly of dynamically coded modular pages/sites.  Experience working with dynamic content with learned societies and/or scholarly publishers will be a definite plus.  The successful firm will work with ASPB’s programmer and manager of web services, Wendy Sahli, as well as senior staff and ASPB’s brand consultant throughout the design process and to a lesser extent as the winning design is implemented in a functional site.

All questions or concerns should be submitted only by email to jean@aspb.org (no phone calls please) by June 30, 2009. Responses to questions will be provided by July 2, 2009and final proposals are to be received by ASPB no later than July 6, 2009. Please submit final proposals to Crispin Taylor at ctaylor@aspb.org
American Society of Plant Biologists

Attn: Jean Rosenberg

15501 Monona Drive

Rockville, Maryland 20850
WEBSITE OBJECTIVES
The goal of ASPB’s website is to provide easy to use electronic access to its services, products, and information.  The site serves as the Society’s primary communications tool and is the face of the society to members, non-members, government officials, educators and the public in general in regards to the science of plant biology.  The current site was designed about 7 years ago and now requires redesign to take advantage of new functionality, forward-looking design elements and the integration of robust social networking capabilities.  The current site supports online forms and payment transactions, and the new site will need to support these services as well.  Below is a sheet with the current technical aspects of ASPB’s site.
The new design of the website should provide easy access to services, be adaptable to current and changing technology, and be the centerpiece for ASPB’s visual and message brand.  The redesign must meet the following criteria:
1. Provide easy electronic access to information for use by each target audience

2. Easily updated, modular pages
3. Common Theme/Consistent Design.  

4. Provide the ability for non-technical staff to update  pages for their programs, services, and functions

5. Meet ADA requirements 
6. Allows for robust analytics and usage reporting at specific points throughout the site
7. Design must  integrate various forms of social networking 

8. Allow users to create personal home pages

9. Visually appealing and meets ASPB’s brand requirements

EVALUATION AND SELECTION CRITERIA
All proposals will first be reviewed by ASPB’s director of marketing, Jean Rosenberg; its webmaster, Wendy Sahli; and its executive director, Crispin Taylor.  Following the initial review up to three finalists will be selected and invited to provide a preliminary concept for the design and top-level navigation of the site. Following the internal review of the submitted designs, results will be presented to ASPB’s web overhaul committee for their input. 
Evaluation of initial responses to this RFP will be based, in large part, on the following criteria:

1. Demonstrated competence and professional qualifications necessary for successfully performing the work required by ASPB. ASPB is looking for a firm with experience in the creation of dynamic templates to be used in their website.
2. Years of experience related to web design.  Please provide a list of clients, including professional societies for whom  you have designed websites and whom we may contact regarding your proficiency
In addition, please provide

3. An estimated timeline for design work to begin August 15th 
4. Complete company background, including programming capabilities, in your proposal or links to same.  Please include date incorporated, location, names and experience of top management, names and experiences of designers likely to work on ASPB’s project.
5. Your typical pricing schemes for work of this type, as well as a realistic but non-binding estimate of the potential costs of the work you envision doing for ASPB. 

APPENDIX 1 – CURRENT TECHNICAL ASPECTS 

Platform:  Microsoft IIS (dedicated server hosted by Advanced Solutions International) 

Language: Cold Fusion MX with some Javascript, IMIS Business Objects 
bridge IMIS to web 

Applications Tied In:  Ad software, abstract system 

Forms Database:  SQL 

Membership Database:  IMIS (SQL) 

Security:  SSL Certificate 128 bit encrypted, credit cards processed 
thru Pay Pal/Payflow Pro, cc numbers encrypted within database (if 
saved for auto-renewing) 

Privacy:  https://www.aspb.org/frontpage/privacy.cfm 

Content Disclaimer:  https://www.aspb.org/frontpage/disclaimer.htm 

ADA Compliant Whenever possible 

Social Networks:  http://www.aspb.org/membership/internet.cfm 

