Texas Council on Developmental Disabilities

Due 1-22-08

RFP #2007-1: Local/Regional Advocacy Training Projects

Option A: Basic Advocacy Training. 
Option B: Basic Advocacy Training for Specific Minority Communities.
Up to $75,000 per year, for up to three years is available for Basic Local/Regional Advocacy Training Programs. TCDD may fund up to six projects for RFP #2007-1: three for Option A and three for Option B.

These projects will provide a basic or “entry level” training package with content that includes key fundamental topics related to an understanding of disability advocacy activities such as History and Philosophy, Principles of Self-Determination, Self-Advocacy, Community Organizing, etc. These projects will also provide more in-depth training on a few topics, including topics of local interest. Projects funded under this Option will provide trainings frequently throughout the year and will design training activities to facilitate peer support between participants; introduce participants to disability issues and the Council’s values; and provide opportunities for participants to develop and practice necessary leadership and advocacy skills.

Participants may include adults with disabilities, family members of people with disabilities, and other interested community members who do not fall into either of these categories. Priority will be given to support the participation of individuals with developmental disabilities; spouses or partners of individuals with disabilities; family members of adults with developmental disabilities; and parents of young children with developmental disabilities. The process to select training participants for Basic Local Advocacy Training may be different in different situations and different regions of the state. In most cases, projects will develop that process and, in all cases, TCDD will have final approval authority. 

Successful applicants must demonstrate the ability to train, organize, and continue to support individuals with disabilities and advocates on a local level to actively participate in either self-advocacy or public policy advocacy activities. Local organizations may train individuals in any-sized geographic area that they can reasonably support on an ongoing basis. Statewide organizations may choose to propose project activities by using a centralized “train the trainer” strategy that builds the capacity of local affiliates or by targeting specific communities in which they would like to provide group training and ongoing support. Each project should propose strategies to develop and support a network of individuals who can support each other and work together towards a common goal.

TCDD also intends for each project to develop partnerships with non-traditional/non-disability organizations in an effort to advocate through broader representation, to encourage constructive communication and collaboration rather than competition for scarce public resources, and to foster long-term sustainability and change. Funded projects will be required to collaborate with at least two non-disability entities, such as a state or local chapter of the NAACP, the YMCA, LULAC, Parent Teacher Organizations, the AARP, etc., and with other disability organizations in the proposed project’s community/region.

Projects funded under Option B: Basic Advocacy Training for Specific Minority Communities must specifically design their training for and market their trainings to Hispanic, African American, Native American or Asian communities. The content, method of training, and the marketing of the program must be culturally and linguistically appropriate.

Expected Outcomes For Each Local/Regional Advocacy Training Project: 
1. At least 300 individuals, including at least 125 self-advocates and 100 family members, will receive training regarding advocacy, leadership, and community organizing through project activities during the three years. 

2. Training participants will document the number of written materials given to, or personal contacts made with, other people for the purpose of self-advocacy or public policy advocacy, and the grantee will forward these to TCDD on a quarterly basis. 

3. As a result of participants’ advocacy, at least one news article or TV/radio broadcast per year will be published/aired in each local community in which activities are occurring. 

4. Email addresses and contact information for individuals trained through this process will be made available to TCDD for the purposes of notifying participants of future advocacy opportunities. 

5. All organizations receiving funds under this title will become actively involved in one of the Regional Networks developed in response to RFP 2007-5 and the Statewide Network developed in response to RFP 2007-7. 

6. All projects must monitor and report the level of sustained involvement of trainees in advocacy and self-advocacy work for at least 2 years beyond the grant period. 

RFP Application Packet Request

The following information is required in order to download the materials for completing the application packet.  To request a hard copy of the application forms and instructions, please submit a written, fax or e-mail request to: 

Barbara Booker, Grants Management Technician
Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities
6201 E. Oltorf, Ste 600
Austin, TX, 78741
(512) 437-5432
fax (512) 437-5434 E-mail barbara.booker@tcdd.state.tx.us 
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