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www.springsgov.com/contracting  

 
 

REQUEST FOR INTEREST (RFI) 
 

 

R08-156SE 
CEMETERY BUSINESS ALLIANCE  

 
for  

CITY OF COLORADO SPRINGS CEMETERY  
 
 

INFORMATIONAL PROPOSALS/LETTERS OF INTEREST WILL 
BE ACCEPTED THROUGH  

January 30, 2009, CLOSE OF BUSINESS 5:00 P.M.  
 
 
 

Sandy Elliott,  
Contracting Specialist 

City Finance Department, Contracting Division 
30 S. Nevada Ave, Ste 201 

Colorado Springs, CO  80903 
Phone (719) 385-5275    Fax (719) 475-8477 

selliott@springsgov.com  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Purpose  

The City of Colorado Springs, through its Cemetery enterprise, is seeking to gauge private sector 
interest in potentially forming a business alliance(s) for the delivery of death care related services 
and products.  Therefore the City will assess the offers submitted based on the interest and 
qualifications of the responses to determine;1) there is qualified interest within the private sector to 
form business alliances and 2) the qualified interest is for services and products that if competed 
would be of significant benefit to the City and City of Colorado Springs. 
 
Responses to this RFI are considered non-binding proposals and are only used to gather information 
to determine the number of valid competitors that exist in the local market and to determine potential 
products or services that would be considered legitimate candidates for future competitive 
procurements. All firms that respond to this RFI will be added to the bidder’s list for any future formal 
competitive procurement for these services if the City determines from the responses that there is 
sufficient interest and the City will benefit from future procurements.  
 

 
 1.2 Background   

The City of Colorado Springs operates two cemeteries (Evergreen and Fairview) which together form 
the Cemetery enterprise.  These Cemeteries have a longstanding place in the history of with 
Colorado Springs being among the first cemeteries in the City and as the final resting place for many 
prominent figures from the City's early development.  See attachment "A" for the histories on each 
facility. 
 
As enterprises of the City, no taxpayer support is provided for these operations.  Instead, financial 
resources are generated through the sale of grave spaces and other related products and services 
(vaults, opening/closing fees, niches, headstone foundations, etc.).  A copy of the current pricing list 
is attached as attachment "B".  The Colorado Springs City Council has directed staff to explore 
potential partnership opportunities with the private sector to enhance service provisions to the public 
and increase operational revenues. 

 
 The following is a partial listing of possible business expansion areas for which the City is seeking 

interest: 
  
 1. Burial estates 
 2. Green burials 
 3. Grave markers 
 4. Asset sales 
 5. Cemetery management 
 6. Cremation services 
 7. Pre-need sales 
 8. Funeral home relationship 
 9. Joint marketing 
 10. Capital Improvements 
 
 The above is not intended to be an exhaustive list.  The City of Colorado Springs will consider any 

and all reasonable suggestions for future business alliances. 
 
 Included as attachment "C" are approved budgets and accompanying narratives for the years 2006-

2008.  Limited additional information can be found on www.springsgov.com/cemeteries.  
 
2.0 INSTRUCTION FOR RESPONDENTS  
 
2.1 Format 

Responses should be prepared simply and economically, and preferably be 50 or less single-sided 
pages. All responses should include: 
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o Company Name, Address, Phone, Fax and Email 
o Short biography of company 
o Details of qualifications (and years of experience) as they relate to the minimum requirements of 

this RFI 
o List of references for your company of similar contracts or agreements for these types of 

services, including the names of contact and phone numbers who may be contacted to verify the 
above minimum experience requirements.  

o Estimated hourly rates (non-binding: for informational and budgetary purposes only).  
 
2.2  Response Submissions 

Responses will be accepted anytime by the Contracting Division at the address below through 
January 30, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. This is the latest the submissions will be accepted. Vendors mailing 
their response must allow sufficient mail delivery time to ensure receipt of their response by the 
specified date and time. Respondents shall submit one unbound original and one (1) copy of 
submittal documents in a sealed package and identified as instructed in section 2.3 below.  

 
2.3 Identification 

Information shall be submitted in a sealed envelope(s) or container(s) with the RFI solicitation 
number, date for submission of offer and the offeror's name clearly marked on the outside of the 
envelope(s) or container(s). 

 
RFI No.  R08-156SE: Cemetery Business Alliance 
Due Date: January 30, 2009 at Close of Business, 5:00 p.m.  
Company:       

 
The City of Colorado Springs is not liable for late submission of, or discarding of, responses due to 
any technological reason, such reason being caused by an action of either the City of Colorado 
Springs or the respondent.  

 
2.4 Proprietary Information 

If a response contains information that the respondent does not want disclosed to the public, or used 
for any purpose other than the evaluation of this response, all such information must be indicated 
with the following or similar statement:  
 
“The information contained on pages _____, _____, and _____ shall not be duplicated or used in 
whole or in part for any purpose other than to evaluate the response provided. If a contract is 
awarded to this firm as a result of the submission of such information, the City of Colorado Springs 
shall have the right to duplicate, use, or disclose this information to the extent provided in the 
contract. This restriction does not limit the City of Colorado Springs’ right to use the information 
herein if obtained from another source.”  
 
All such nondisclosure items specified in the response shall be subject to disclosure as provided in 
Part 2 of Article 72 of TITLE 24 C.R.S. (the “Colorado Public Records Act”) or as otherwise provided 
by law.  

 
2.5 Response and Material Ownership 

All material submitted in response to this RFI becomes the property of the City of Colorado Springs 
except for software products that are made available for demonstration purposes and proprietary 
material. All responses will be available for public review. 

 
2.6 Cost of Responses  

The City of Colorado Springs is not liable for any cost incurred by vendors in preparing their 
response. Respondents may be asked to clarify or expand upon information provided.  

 
2.7 Inquiries  

Vendors may make inquiries of a procedural nature concerning this RFI to:  
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Sandy Elliott, Contracting Specialist 
City of Colorado Springs Contracting Division 
30 S. Nevada Avenue, Suite 201 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 
Phone: (719) 385-5275, Fax: (719) 475-8477 
Email: selliott@springsgov.com 
 
 
Responses to this RFI are considered non-binding proposals and are only used to gather 
information to determine the number of valid competitors that exist in the local market for 
future competitive procurement. All firms that respond to this RFI and meet the minimum criteria 
in section 1.2 below will be added to the bidder’s list for any future formal competitive procurement 
for these services.  
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